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Foreword 

In compiling all the information in this book I have tried to be as accurate as 
possible. Many times during this research there have been discrepancies in spellings and 
dates. Sometimes records of name spelling varied due to pronunciation or handwriting 
errors. For the spellings in this book I tried to use signatures, as they were available. 
When there were not signatures spelling was taken first from recorded documents and 
then from bibles, newspapers and family genealogies. The same is true for dates. Parents 
or children may have given more recent dates.

I am very grateful to all who have helped me in this research. I have made some 
special friends. It was a great experience! I would also like to thank Larry, my husband 
for making it possible for my creativity to flourish , to my brother Michael for his 
computer support and to my Dad for all his help. 
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everyone. I have tried to acknowledge them all in some way throughout the

As long as I could remember my grandfather, Lee Hilgeford had 

repeatedly told his children and grandchildren the names of their forefathers. 

Clearly we can remember him saying, "My father's name was Fritz and he 

married Katherine Drees. Fritz's father's name was Clemens who married a 

Poeppleman. And Clemens father's name was Dietrich and was married to a 

Barhorst." 

Everyone would always listen but nobody wrote the information down. 

As Lee was aging, I realized how important his memories were to him and 

how easily they could be lost. I also knew my children would probably 

never know him. Consequently, I felt an urgent need to record everything I 

could find or observe about our family and it's history. 

This research involved many states, foreign countries, and years. The 

correspondence, interviews, court houses, churches, cemeteries visited and 

miles traveled are immeasurable. This was at a time before computers and 

cellphones. Photos had to be borrowed and taken to photographers to be

7
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copied and then returned.  People were all fascinating and willing to help. My gracious 

thanks to everyone. I have tried to acknowledge them all in some way throughout the 

book.

I think it is important to note an interesting anecdote concerning my grandfather. 

His memory was unbelievable. He had always been know for the computations he 

could make in his head and was able to give me more information than anyone. I 

had doubts about some things he told but time and again facts would prove him 

correct. Why was I surprised? In his own hometown of Ft. Loramie or anywhere he 

was the only one who knew of Dietrich Hilgefort. I even started to doubt there was a 

Dietrich until one evening while searching microfilm at The Jesus Christ Church of the 

Later Day Saints in Dayton, Ohio. There I had a conversation with David Hoying he 

mentioned that Dietrich was another name for Theodore in Germany. And Yes! There 

he was in Sankt Catherina's Vital records!

Family, this book is yours. The information is for you to pass on. 

Keep the fire burning ... Christine Hilgeford Connor 
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Family Tree for Lee John Hilgeford 

Gerhard Heinrich Hilgefort 
b.1751 Germany 

Anna Gertrud 
Staggenborg b.1755 

Tobias Barhorst 

Johan Theodore(Dietrich) 

. Hilgefort d.Feb28, 1850 

Mar9aretha El_isabeth 

Maria Elisabth Wehebrink Hilgefort d. Feb 10, 1864 

Johan Henry Poeppelman 

Johan Henry Poeppleman 

Maria Adelheid Arkenberg Jun25, 1806-1889 

Maria Catherina 
Hagemann 

Ferdinand Wellerding 

Maria A. Stuntebeck 

Johan Henrich Berning 

Christine Marie Baumer 
1814-1884 

Johan Michael Drees 

June 19, l812Germany
Febl 8, 1878 

Maria Catherine 
Wellerding 
Oct28, l 830-May26, 1914 

Johan Gerhard Berning 

Maria Elisabeth Sandmann Feb 18, 1826-Mayl 4, 1907 

Bernadina Christina 
Gerkin l 830-May3 l, 187 6 

Johan Clemens Hilgefort 
Nov23, l 835Germany
Dec l 8, 1893 

Maria Poeppleman 
July 24, l 844-May23, 1910 

Johan Michael Drees 
Sept29, l 851-Mar26, 1941 

: Mary Gertrude Berning 
· May ;;, 1 ssiAe52, 1 sso 

Jacous Triverious (Fred) 
Hilgeford 

Jan24, 1873-JuneS, 1943 

Catherine Bernadine Drees 

Lee John Hilgeford 
Septl, l 898-Aug2, 1985 
father of Dwight Hilgeford 

REFERENCES: 

Ohio Obituary Index. Ohio Death Cert. 
Tombstone Images.Ohio Marr.Cert. 
St. Augustine Cemetery Rec.Minister, Ohio 

St Michael Cemetery Rec. Ft. Loramie, Ohio 
Deutschland Gerburten und tau fen 1558-1898 
19 l O Ohio Census.Sank! Catharina Vital Records, Dinklage, 
Oldenburg, Germany. 
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about the word, applesauce. Thinking fast 

he told a story from his boyhood. Dwight's 

sister, Betty had decided it would be a 

smart idea for them to clean the pony stall 

every morning before school. They usually 

staked Buster, the pony out and took turns 

with the cleaning. One morning Dwight's 

mother had him wear his good shirt and tie 

for school pictures that day. She then 

sent him out to get Betty who was in the 

stall and getting ready to pitch a basket of manure. 

When Dwight came to the barn he was suddenly splattered 

with manure! His clothes were ruined and it was a 

surprise he'd never forget. How did that relate to 

applesauce? Well the manure usually landed under the 

appletree and it's big apples were used to make applesauce. 

Dwight won an award for that speech. 

Dwight's daughter, Christine concerns over world 

problems were always eased by his hopeful responses. So 

it came as no surprise to her when he used his creativity 

in finance to devise a plan that could help solve the 

Federal Deficit. Working on the assumption that the 

deficit would have to be paid through taxes; this plan 

would give people two options. The first would be by 

paying taxes and the second would be by lending money to 

the government at a low interest rate. These funds 

would be deposited into a savings or banking institute 

thus strengthening the lending institutions. The head of 

the economic department of Wright State University, Professor 

Robert Premus felt  the plan was worthy of serious consideration. 

Copies of the plan were sent to various political figures and 

agencies. It is difficult navigating through the political maze 

but  Dwight persisted, always  optimistic  he  would achieve his 

goal. 
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One summer Dwight and Christine were involved in 

the rescue of an indian burial ground in southern Ohio. 

With reverence they, grandchildren, Lauren and Shane, 

and Adele dug pottery, bones, and other artifacts from 

trash pits close to a thousand years old. After 

presenting these items to archeologists it was learned 

that their finds were from early Ft. Ancient Indians. 

On one 

who had 

trip 

dug 

to 

up 

the site, 

bodies for 

they surprised 

arrowheads and 

grave robbers 

beads. Because 

of their immediate efforts with the Archaeological 

Conservancy illegal digging stoppad and now the 

burial grounds are in the conservancy. 

Newslette, 

Emergency Acquistion of Rare 
Fort Ancient Site Successful 

Tria�gular points, drills a_nd pt:rforaiors recovered from the nt':W/y acquired 
Chru Connor Sile in Ohio. 

The Conservanq has completed an emergency acquisition 
of an unusual early Fon Ancient site in Adams County, 
Ohio. The site probably dates to AD. 1100 to 1250. It was 
to be sold off as small cabin lots and there was some looting 
of the parcels. Christine Connor of Bellbrook, Ohio, upon 
learning of the looting, contacted Jay M. Heilman of the 
Dayton Museum of Natural History.After visiting the site, 
Heilman called the Conservancy. The acquisition will be 
named the Chris Connor Site in acknowledgement of her 
instrumen1al role in the preservation of this unique site. 

Dr. C. Wesley Cowan and Robert A. Genheimer of the 
Cincinnati Museum of Narnral History were requested by 
the Con.5ervanc.y to conduct shovel tests and contour mapping 
of the site to assess its limits and appropriateness as a 
preservation project. Indications from that preliminary 
work are that it was a colony of a larger Fon Ancient village 

along the Ohio River and was probably only occupied for a 
gcneralion or less before abandonment. Dr. Cowan 
hypothesizes that it may have been an experimental 
agricultural outpost that failed. These initial indica1ions 
make the Chris Connor Site an unusually interesting 
ac.qui.sition because it can provide insight about the dynamics 
of community growth and fragmentation in early agricultural 
societies of the central Ohio Valley. 

The Fort Ancient cullurespanned from abou1 AD. 1000 
to 1670 and was most likely a descendant of previous 
cultures that had occupied the Ohio Valley since the end of 
the Ice Age more than 10,000 years ago. The Fort Ancicm 
people were a sedemary society who lived in small, oflen 
stockaded villages and farmed a wide variety of crops in
digenous to the eastern woodlands seuing, as well as corn. 

The Chris Connor Sile was occupied during the Turpin 
Phase (A.D. 1000 - 1250), the earliest phase of the Fort 
Ancient culture. Toe pottery of this phase is almost exclusively 
shell-tempered and often unadorned, except for the presence 
of handles, marking the first appearance of that feature in 
the middle Ohio Valley and indicating some innucnce on 
these early Fort Ancient people from outside cultures. 
Con1act with Mississippian cultures (Continued on page 4) 

Boy Scout Troop No. 
342o1Fredericktown, 
Ohio lends a helping 
hand at the Stackhouse 
Mound Conservancy 
preserve. Seepage4 
for story. 
Also inside, sneak 
preview ol 1992 tours 
(page2) andsignllicant 
HohokamVillage 
donated (pagc3). 
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Dwight and  Adele moved to a house on daughter Christine's farm after Adele's stroke in 
2003. In Bellbrook  they were near all of their family who help with her care. Her recovery 
was excellent and they had many fun years there. Christine would come riding a horse from 
the woods to their back door.  Their grandson, Colin could easily hike down to visit. All the 
family gravitated from their house.  Dwight was always available for his family, driving kids 
to school and assisting his sons at the drop of a hat.

At the age of eighty, Popso, as he was named by his grandchildren, decided to drive across the 
country to Durango, Colorado by himself! Christine, Adele and Colin flew out and met him 
there. He had arrived early and naturally went to local taverns to find ranchers and cowboys to 
talk to. He expressed his disappointment to Christine that he could not find anyone to talk to 
and that everyone wanted to hear his stories instead... Thoughtfully, she told him that there 
were no old timers and that he was the only one left.

After he was back in Ohio for a few months Popso developed a dry cough which lasted for 
months. At Easter he promised to have it checked. His diagnosis was not good. Having never 
smoked a day in his life he had lung cancer. Driving to many doctor appointments and during 
hospital stays, Christine would always hear her father say, "Chris don't cry". Never was she 
allowed to cry in his presence. Dwight passed away on September 22, 2010 at the age of 81.

"Happy Trails"
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For seven-year-old Leo Hilgeford the ringing of the bells at St. Michaels Church were 
a harsh reality and a caution for he and his brothers to stay in the house. Many homes 
were quarantined because of the deadly disease, diphtheria. Each time the bells rang Lee 
would count the number of his friends that died. 

It was the early 1900's and for a red haired, freckled Leo life was an adventure. He 
spent most of his childhood tagging along with his father whom he idolized. His family 
spoke Low German, a dialect of the German language that could not be written, and Leo 
did not learn to speak English until he started St. Michael's school. 

At 14, Leo's responsibilities included helping his father on the newly acquired old 
Hilgefort farm. Every morning at 5 :3 0  he would give the horses 3-8 ears of com and 

. some hay. After eating his own breakfast Leo would go back out to the barn and harness 
up. Spring days were long; a spring tooth harrow was used to jerk the ground in the 
fields loose and a disc to refine the soil . Leo was careful to guide the horses away from 
the hornet's nest located in one comer of the farm. When it was finally time to plant, a 
com planter was used for the com and a drill for the oats. With this completed and 
summer arriving Leo had more time to relax and spend his idle time painting his name on 
a beam of the barn. Fall was another busy time, Leo, 
his father, and his brother, Jule would use a binder 
to cut down the crops, which were then stacked in 
shocks and allowed to dry 3 -12 days. Thrashing day 
was a big event and all the neighbors would come to 
help. The women would cook large meals while the 
men loaded the crops on a flat bottom wagon. The 
crops were then fed into the thrashing machine which 
would sort the grain and blow straw into the loft of 
the barn. On this day, Leo was water boy and Leo 
would have to climb the ladder to the loft where 
some of the men were working and then give them a 
drink of whiskey. 

KENWOOD TWO-HORSE CORN PLANTER. 
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The winters in Ft. Loramie were bitter cold but Leo and his friends looked forward to 
skatiµg on the canal down to the basinburg, which was a place for the canal boats to turn 
around. They would skate after dark and quietly stay in a straight line so that all that 
could be heard was the "swoosh-swoosh" of their skates. 

At 1 7, Leo was considered very enterprising. A born salesman he sold everything 
from folding bathtubs to pills for chickens. The pills made chickens lay more eggs and 
sold for a penny. The secret was the salt content which made the chickens drink more 
water and consequently lay more eggs. 

One day while working in the fields, Lee suddenly stopped and told his father he 
didn't want to farm anymore. He explained he wanted to go to school and so ended his 
farming days. Lee went to Dayton and lived at the YMCA while he studied at 
Miami Jacobs Business School from where he graduated. 

In 1 9 1 9, Lee became associated with the George Hartsel Propeller Company in Piqua. 
There he sold wooden propellers for airplanes. He bought the Ft. Loramie Hotel in 1 920, 
which he then sold when he moved to Osgood. There he operated a grocery store for two 
years . It was during this time that Lee bought a Model T and started going to barn 
dances. Admission was only 25 cents and then the beer was free. There was always a 
band and couples danced the Two Step and the Waltz. Sadly farmers later stopped 
having barn dances as cigarettes gained in popularity and a few barns burned down. 

THE S-1TURVAY EVENING f'OJT 
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Lee's Osgood grocery was located across the street 
from Alma Leeper's home. It wasn't long before he asked her 
for a date which they spent driving to Cincinnati with his sister, 
Cincy and her date. There they picked up watermelons for his 
grocery. The relationship grew in secrecy for her parents did 
not approve of Lee. He said it was because he was a Catholic, 
a democrat, and drank beer. They had no idea he would soon be 
their son-in law for on June 21, 1923 they eloped! 

Lee's Model T could hold 10,000 American Beauty Cigars 
and after he sold the grocery he drove all over Ohio and Indiana 
selling them. At the same time he put slot machines and punch 
boards in saloons, dividing all the proceeds between the merchants, 
himself and the supplier. 

After moving to Dayton in 1923, Lee heard of an opportunity 
to sell cars at Dayton Overland Sales. He took a course in sales 
and was one of ninety-nine who applied for 11 positions. When 
he was not chosen a disappointed Lee inquired; impressed with 
his aggressiveness Lee was then hired! 

Lee then became sales manager at the L. Boyd Huffman Motor Co. 
There he sold Willys-Knights to people such as Governor Cox and 
Wilbur Wright. Lee would always remember a friendly argument he 
had with Mr. Wright. After driving up the steep hill to Wilbur's 
home in Dayton, his visit became mildly heated over an issue 
concerning a new bank policy. Wilbur thought the idea of a bank 
paying interest on a savings account was ridiculous. Lee defended 
the idea seeing interest as being beneficial to the banks as well as the 
people. Luckily this didn't affect their car sales! 

The car business was something Lee understood and after 
leaving Huffman he and Alma (Mac) started their own used 
car lot under the name of Lee Hilgeford Auto Sales. It was 
located on Van Lear Street in Dayton. But the economy soon 
crumbled as the Depression hit forcing Lee and Mac to bring 
all the cars home to their own backyard and repossess others. Here 
they fought to keep their business alive and small family together. 
Lee suffered through pneumonia as Mac worked. Lee was also 
a distributor of War Ration stamps. 

RATION STAMP'HO. . 
8 

RATION STAMP· HO. 11 ' 

._:� LEE HILGEFORD . J :.� 
•. <:: _ • �. :•· <,-'0 � � '/f;, £_ 

T • • . _.•i: 
Mi'. Hilg:eford haS, be�fi , ass� 

ciati!a m the ailtoiriBiiil�i-11�es§i 
and:WitJF1. tlte. -Wi�ys-:Overfu'nd: !ili¢. 
in this ciif,:fo�".S-e'vi!ti; y:�a:r$-· _�ndf·i ··. 

now":�aiesnumagel'.'·mtli ' ·.· · · 'Offgj� 
Hillman Mot-Or- �h)�:.,w ··'""'' 

pates;·��e g:i�te:fi�>Y'�a 
0¥�,l:'i�Ce; lifi;(i) i '." :iD,Cfod1 
el&,. , , ��1i��1�� ;�: ·-M'�:.HilgetorcL ·:iliii�.S.t ms: · m:anjJ frieridii Lto- viS:i;t" lliiri:' a,t;. tlf� :E. Boyd ffll#man M�tor · 9a;,; .�q.t9;: a�d ���t§. .. _,.:.d""'""��·· . .... �-�.� ��:;.t:� .. 

RATIC",N -STA.NP HO. , 
12 
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All their efforts proved beneficial and Lee was soon looking for another place to do 
business. He found an old school house with no windows on the comer of Neff Rd. 
and North Dixie Avenue. (New Troy Pike). Jule told him it looked like a "pile of 

bricks" but after remodeling the business flourished. Lee and Alma built a Tudor style 

home on Neff Rd. so their family could be close. At the time this area was still very much 
. 

th t 
--·�·····--=�� ... --�-�=:-�7-�-.. ::·-···· - ·· - ----·--- --- ,� --�--�.-�, .. 

m e coun ry. 
. · ,

. . . . .  . c •  "fl .
i * ' - I 

LEE J. HI LGEFORD AUTO SALES _ . 

·. ' 
. - 't '• •' \ 

.'.: - _- REPRESENTED BY-
- . .! 

4100 NEW TROY PIKE 
DAYTON, OHIO 

. ��ii&\}! . 

.· . . �. 

He next moved the auto sales to a lot on the comer of Keowee and Webster Streets 
here business was good until World War II started. Nash wanted Lee to build a bigger 
building but because of the war it was hard to buy steel. The Nash zone manager from 
Cincinnati was very hard to deal with, as far as he was concerned it there was not a 

· building there was no contract. Disheartened and out of business Lee and Mac drove
home from Cincinnati. They stopped in Sharonville and sat on a park bench. After crying 
and talking for hours Lee decided to go straight to the top and so they were off to the 
Pentagon the next day. 

\. \ \ 

IIi Washington D.C., Lee and Mac wandered around the Pentagon until they finally met 
Mr. Small who was the head of steel. Mr. Small was very sympathetic and understood 
their situation. According to Lee Mr. Small told him, " You and your wife go home and 
wait. As of Monday morning Nash will not get anymore steel to build another car." 

. It was Thursday and they drove home in disbelief. Early Monday morning the zone 
manager came to Dayton and informed Lee and Mac their contract had been renewed but 
not because Nash liked them . . .  
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llilgef ord Namec� · 

··��et. 1. Hllgeford, owner oCthe
riew 1ear agency bearing �· 
name, has been named by Chrys� 
ler.�·. dealers iri this district to 
.rep;e�ent them on their regional 
council. The council will meet 
next montlL to discuss dealer pro
gi:ams and problems. 

In 1 949, Lee gave a roadman from Nash $500 for getting him a 

franchise for Chrysler and the auto sales continued to grow. Lee was 

an exceptionally good businessman and fortunate to have teamed up 

with Ollie Heidenreich who had married his sister Cresenthia (Cincy). 

Ollie complimented what Lee was trying to achieve. The business 

continually was in the top 5 on the list of used cars sold in 

Montgomery,Co. Lee's son, Dwight had said they were the best car 

men in the State of Ohio. 

Finding used cars to supply the auto sales required extensive travel. 
Lee knew all the dealerships and car lots in the northern counties and 
felt the used cars he could buy there would be in good condition. He 
reasoned that the northern land was flat and in southern Ohio and 
Kentucky the hilly terrain stressed the cars. Family members and 
employees were used to driving the cars back down to Dayton. 

Mac continued to work with Lee at first running the parts department 
and then handling the bookkeeping. Elaborate Christmas parties were 
given each year for employees where Santa would arrive with toys for 
the children and hams for the adults. Picnics at their West Milton farm 
were held throughout the summers and Mac would usually fry chicken. 
Dwight remembered both his parents stepping up to bat in the baseball 
games. Employees and friends would also fish in the Stillwater River. 
Lee's sons and son-in-laws would all receive a start at Lee Hilgeford Auto Sales. 
Dwight later bought the business from his father allowing Lee to retire. 

Always the salesman Lee also helped his friend Pat Hammond start 

The Slot Wing Kite Co. This was before there were a wide variety of kites 

and this triangular shaped kite's design allowed for air to pass through it. 
They were sold in local groceries. Dwight would always say Lee could always 
read people well. A good trait to have for a salesman. 

'Chrysler-Plymoyth ·. · 

Daily, 
Special· 
'51 Ford
V.8 Convertible 

$595 I 'SS CHRYSLER V.s <_'d, .• $269S 

I 'SS :PONTIAC Cot . • • • • •  2595 
'SS DODGE V-8 +dr . • • •  2295 
'54 CHRYSLER V-8 convl. 1995 
'54 BUICK Cen1ury ... dr, 1895. 
'SJ CHRYSLER v...a H.T.. 1695 
'SS PlYf-1.0UTH V-"a �.dr. 16?5 
'53 CHRYSLER lmR. v.a. t 595 
•g CHRYSLER v.s'J:,.. c. 1595 
'SS FORD V-8 2·d1 . • • • .  ; 1-495 
:;� ��1io��-

d
�:g:_d�"-�;::: ·:�:�

'5� PLYMOUTH C. C. • .  1295 
'53 FORD Fordomolic • •  1195 
'53 PONTIAC 2-dr: • • • • •  10?5 

, '53 CHRYSLER '1-dr. DX . •  1095 
' '52 CHRYSLER V-8 Convt. 1095 

1_·52 CHRYSLER '1-dr. ·• • •  995 
'53 PL YM. ·. '1-s:k Hi-dr • ...._ 995 
'53 DE SOTO C. c: ... . .. 99S 

.'SJ PLYMOUTH 4-0r.; • . .  89S 
'SI CHRYSLER V-8 Imp. 795 
'5 1 CHRYSLER V-8 H.T. 79S. 
·51 BUICK '1-dr., ·dyno." • •  ·795 
'51 CHRYSLER v.a ..... MS 
·s2 PACKARD 4-dr. • • •  • MS 
'51 FORD Victro,.io ; • • • •  695 
'SI Pl YMOUTH 1---H..... 5?5 
'SI PLYMOUTH -4-dr.. • • •  -495 
'SJ FORD V-8 4-dr� • • •  • 495 
'49, CHRYSLER convt. . . . 49S 

. 'SI -PAClo'.ARD 2-dr, .DX. 495 
'SI POl>JTIAC 4-dr. �... 495 
'50 Pl Yt-AOUTH Suburban 4-iS 
'51 DODGE 4-dr. . • . • • . • 125 
'50 PLYMOUTH 1-dr. • •  • 395. 
·so PLYMOUTH c. c... 395 
'49 CHRYSLER 1-dr . • . • . 395 
'SI DE SOTO C. C:.,. . . . 3'15 1 
'SO MERCURY '1-dr . • • •  : 345 
'51 STUDEBAKER '1-dr.... 325 

1 '49 CHEVROLET '1-dr.... 32S 
'SI PLYMOUlH ��dr .• • • •  29S 
'SO CHEVROLET 2-dr, • • • 175 
'49 FORD convl_ .. '. •. • • 265 
'51 KA ISER 4-dr. • • • • • • •  265 
''19 CHEVROLET 2-dr . • • •  1 2-IS 
''1b CHEVROLET C. C.... 125 
''19 MERCURY 4-dr .• . • •  , 125 
'H CHEVROLET 2-dr.. • .  75 
'4b CHRYSLER -4-dr...... bS 
OUR WORD 

IS / OUR BOND 
sEE Ollie AT

LEE
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Lee may have sold the auto agency to Dwight but together they went on to develop 
the first commercial property in Huber Heights, Ohio. In their daily meetings they 
decided to build a new road through a ditch on Lee's Belfontaine Rd. farm. This new 
road was an extension of Nebraska Avenue. And allowed them to lease the land for a 
small market, service station, Howard's Pharmacy, a car wash, bowling alley and skating 
rink. Creativity was a key as they pursued the businesses that would best serve the new 
community of Huber Heights . Dwight was developing his adjacent acreage at the same 
time. It was not easy as they faced major zoning battles in Wayne Township. New 
zoning laws were being introduced into the agricultural township. Farmers would not be 
permitted to use their land as they wanted. Lee and Dwight decided that Dwight should 
go ahead with his plans to build a small strip center. A foundation was poured and it 
secured the development of their farms before the zoning laws were passed. 

A bank was next on Lee and Dwight's agenda and they were off to Columbus to 
apply for a bank charter. Many steps were involved in this process and the selling of 
stock was a major task because one person was not allowed to own more than 10% of the 
stock in the bank. Board members were selected from local businessmen and 
Community State bank was finally established and was located right behind Dwight's 
house on Brandt Pike. It was the first bank in Huber Heights and was eventually sold to 
National Bank of Dayton at a considerable profit. 

.r . I 

., \ 
. •  .o . .� , . • • '  

COl{MiJ�iTY·ii1Ni�l��[v��;q�,���&�f;;1 
. Cons�ruction on this '()n��story. brick;'.,_ ".building. and' :ground: wi_n �ost" � esti� I 

colomal structure . that. will house the· · . mated $42,000 .. . The,bmldmg will have · 

· Community bank at.5117 Brandt. Pk:, · a basement;, which "'.ill be itVailable for · 

is expected .to"'be complete in early ; · community activities:;·. lt will house 
Febru;iry, according to William ·Kadel,: complete · commercial ; bank facilities, 
bank executive officer. He said the · including a d1ive-in window.· 
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Family could be considered Lee's hobby as much of his free time was 
spent with them. Daughter Jerry remembered the wonderful trips she took with her 
parents. They went on a cruise to Bermuda and visited close friends Frank and Eddie 
Myers in Canada. There they fished for walleye and stayed in a very primitive cabin. On 
a trip to Sanibel Island in Florida the ferry broke down so the three of them waited in a 
tavern where they talked with some old ladies. The uninhibited women who did not wear 
clothes on their top of their bodies and lived on the island were descendants of the pirate 
Gasparilla and his captive girls. 

When Jerry and Wilbur with their family moved to Legend Hall Farm in New Carlisle 
Mammy and Daddy Lee, as the grandchildren called them, would often come up and play 
Euchre. Lee once had to rescue Jerry from snakes in her basement. And as Jerry and
Wilbur would work on their farm she would often hear Will say, "You know where I 
learned that? From your dad." Lee's old farming skills were used again. 

I will always remember hearing of the time when Daddy Lee and Mammy were going 
to a dinner at the Miami Valley Country Club. Mammy was not happy with how 
Daddy Lee had fixed his tie. She knew Carl Oberer would be there and told him he 
wouldn't look good. To which Daddy Lee replied, "Good that will make him feel 
better." Daddy Lee didn't really care about impressing anyone. When he was asked by 
the township to name a new school after him he declined. It is now Weisenborn School. 

' .,;( 5 -ti � ' 

,:/.. t� �"'------------- --- ------
!-------------- -------

,___ _______ _ 
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Daddy Lee and Mammy always wanted their family to be happy and one year 
surprised them with a cottage on Clear Lake in Three Rivers, Michigan. Now many 
vacations were taken there, time was shared between the four children's families and 
friends. Fishing was the big entertainment and you could count hundred's of rowboats 
finding their fishing holes every evening. Daddy Lee was not a big fisherman but always 
ready when the boat came home to clean the fish. Mosquitoes never bothered him! 
Several years after the cottage was purchased the lake rose. During this flood, which 
lasted a couple of years a boat, had to be used to get to the door! Daddy Lee and his 
neighbor Eric decided something had to be done. After a meeting with all of the 
neighbors around the lake it was decided a tile would be put in the northeast side of the 
lake to allow for drainage. However, nobody wanted to pay for it and Daddy Lee ended 
up paying $600 for the tile and installation. Children would always remember Daddy lee 
and Mammy visiting on their vacations. Daddy Lee used to baby-sit the Rowe girls while 
Mammy went fishing with Wilbur and Jerry. They enjoyed this and thought he was 
funny. Dwight's family played nightly games of gin with Mammy. Maybe everyone was 
closer because there was no television. 

�--·-· -�-· -

After Christmas Daddy Lee and Mammy would spend the next three months in 
Florida. I always remember Christmas eves as being bittersweet as I didn't want them to 
leave. At first they would often stay in St. Petersburg but eventually purchased a home 
and motel, The Riptide on Ft. Myers Beach. Again the families would come to vacation 
and loved the beach. Grandchildren rising at dawn to comb the beach for seashells. 
Mammy would then help them make animals, dolls or jewelry from their shells. It also 
gave them time to be near their son, Tom who captained a shrimp boat there. Daddy Lee 
liked to take daily walks up the beach to get a beer. And many times were spent at a 
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local tavern, The Pit dancing with Jerry, Dwight's wifo, Adele and granddaughters .  How 
Daddy Lee like to dance and reminisce about the barn dances of years ago. Once when 
Mammy and Dwight thought Daddy Lee had a "spell" they took him to the hospital over 
much protesting. He knew his potassium levels were off and he needed a banana. After 
checking him in and driving home they were shocked to see that he had beat them home! 
He had left the hospital and taken a cab! Another Florida incident occurred when Dwight 
went to the Ft. Myers courthouse. Daddy Lee and Mammy rode along while she waited 
in the backseat of the car he stood outside and was accosted by a teenage boy who held a 
knifo to Daddy Lee's stomach. Mammy was terrified as she heard the boy demand a 
wallet but Daddy Lee was outraged and started shouting "Why aren't you in school?" 
repeatedly. An amazed Mammy watched as the boy ran away! 

-,��:�' 
-......... "';,,. ... � "-.,'-., -......"::--· 
-...:' 

In this sketch you can see Lee as he sat in front of his home at the Rip Tide. 



Daddy Lee and Mammy's last home was in Tipp City, Ohio. It had a large enclosed 
back sunroom where Daddy Lee could visit daily with his large family. It was. also a 
good place to dance with them! Sometimes Daddy Lee could be found walking to town 
to get a beer. I remember him explaining once how your body gets old but your brain 
still thinks young. He continued to have his spells and died after a fall at his home on 
August 2, 1 985 . He was born on September 1 ,  1 898 and would have been 87 on his 
birthday. 

Resources: 

Lee Hilgeford 
Alma Hilgeford 
Dwight Hilgeford 
Jerry Rowe 
Journal Herald 
Dayton Daily News 
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I t  w a s  no t unu s u a l  t o  s e e  Fr i t z  H i l g e f o r d  r u s h i ng 

d own the s t r e e t  i n  h i s a u t o , he wa s a lwa y s  i n  a hurry . 

I t  h a d  b e en t o l d  by h i s  s on ,  Lee , that he move d twent y

s even t i me s  i n  the f i r s t  twent y - s i x  yea r s  o f  h i s 

ma rr i a g e,! At l e a s t  tha t ' s  wha t  eve ryone t e a s e d  a bout . 

Or i g i na l l y l i vi ng on the O l d  H i lge f or t  f a rm , he w a s  

f o r c e d  t o  f i nd a d i f f er ent l i f e a f t e r  a s er i ou s  c a s e  o f  

pne umon i a . Fr i t z  though t  i t  a l l  l o oked good and t r y e d  

i t  a l l . He bought a n  r an s a loons i n  McC a r tyvi l l e , 

D a y t on , and Ft . L o r am i e .  He owned a ho t e l  on P o p l a r  S t . 

i n  S i dne y and a l s o  g r o c e r i e s  i n  S i dney , O s g o o d , a nd 

Ft . L o r a m i e .  Dur i ng one move Fr i t z  wa s i n  such � hur r y  

h e  p u l l e d  t h e  c a rpeting up w i th a j e r k  and t a c k s  f l ew 

ever ywh e r e! 

Gene r o u s  w i th h i s  c u s t ome r s , s a l oon owne r , Fr i t z , 

wou l d  pour a shot o f  wh i s k e y  t o  the br im . Many o f  h i s  

gr o c e r y  c u s t omer s worked a t  a po l e  and sha f t  f a c t o r y . 

Fr i t z  wa s not a f r a i d  t o  ext end c r e d i t  t o  h i s f r i end s but 

wa s f i nanc i a l l y  hur t when the f a c t o r y  c o l l a s p e d  on a 

c o l d  w i nt e r  d a y. He wa s $ 1 8 00 i n  d ebt and r e fu s e d  t o  

co l l e c t  f r om the d eb t o r s  a f t e r  l e a r n i ng the f a c t o r y  
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woul d not be rebui l t . I ns t e a d  he s o l d  the g r o c e ry and 

move d on . 

Fr i t z  s ome t i me s  enjoye d a 

a d r i nk or two and h a d  be en 

known to f o r g e t  and l o ck w i f e , 

    Katherine out of the house! Seldom 

d i d  h e  l ose a poo l g a me and 

l ove d to p l a y  c a r d s . At 

Chr i s tma s Fr i t z  d e l i gh t e d  in 

s i ng i ng O l d  T annenbaum f o rwa r d s  

a n d  b a c kwar d s! S on , L e e , wou l d  

t e l l  t h a t a f t e r  f i n i s h i ng t h e  s ong Fr i t z  wou l d  l augh 

and ai:rk , -11-Nuw -would you l i k e  to he a r  me s ing i t  back

war d s?'' He then turne d hims elf �rourid··and proc e e d e d  t o  

sing O l d  Tannenb�um again� 

A c c o r d i ng t o  K a t i e  L a chey , 
d augh t e r  o f  Fr i t z ' s  s i s t e r , 
Fr anc e s  B o r cher s , Fr i t z  i s  
r e s pons i b l e  f or chang i ng 
H i l g e f o r t  t o  H i l ge f o r d . One 
a f t e rnoon wh i l e K a t i e  wa s baby
s i t t i ng s ome o f  Fr i t z ' s  ch i l d 
r en she overhe a r d  a t e l ephone 
conve r s a t i on .  Fr i t z  had been 
d r i nk i ng and wa s t a l k i ng to 
Henry S t u r wo l d . H enry i nf orm
e d  Fr i t z  tha t the new For d  c a r  
w a s  c o m i ng out . Fr i t z  then 
exc l a i me d  " I ' ve got a For d , 
t o o! " and p r o c e e d e d  t o  s pe l l  

h i s  name H - i -1-g - e - f - o - r - d! He then went 
out and pa i nt e d  a " d "  on h i s ma i lbox! 
The r e  a f t e r  other H i l g e f o r t s  have chang e d  
the i r  name s� Fr i t z  a lso mus t  have been 
r e s pons i ble f o r  the s p e l l i ng on h i s 
f a ther,.Cl ernens , t ombs t one which i s
i s  spell e d  Hiigefor.£ !
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The H i l g e f o r t  f am i l y  ha a lway s  been ver y  C a t ho l i c  arid 

F r i t z  was  no excepti on  mai n t a i n i ng  a  s p e c i a l  r e 

l a t i onshi p  w i th  the par i s h  pri e s t  i n  Ft  . L o r a m i e .  

Eve r y  S u nd a y  F r i t z  woul d  a r r i ve  a t  mas s  a  f ew  m i nute s  

l a t e  , wal k  up , s i t  w i th  h i s  f a m i l y  , and then l e ave  a f t e r  

C ommun i on . When a s k e d  b y  the pri e s t  about h i s  e r r a t i c  

church a t t e ndance,   Lee his  son  sai d  the  r e p l y  was , " Why 

F a ther , I ' m  d o i ng  you a  f avor . I  c l o s e  my  bar f o r  mass and then 

r e  open i t  f o r  the men to r e c upera t e  a f t e r  your s ermon . "  

O n e  eveni ng young L e e  h e a r d  h i s  f a t her a n d  the 

pr i e s t  a r gu i ng on the f r o n t  por ch . He c o u l d  h a r d l y  h e a r  

b u t  knew th i s  f a ther w a s  swe a r i ng . The pr i est f i na l l y  

r o s e  h i s  vo i c e and s a i d , " You c an ' t  swe a r  a t  me! 

t en t i me s  wor s e  to swe ar at me! " At t h i s Fr i t z

I t ' s

c omment e d , " Go o d , then I d on ' t have t o  d o  i t  a s  o f t en . " 

,,� .. 

Fnom 9ac ob,[n eden lck  HLL�e/o n d'A p n ayen 6o ok .  

�ncllgdnlrl 11nlx gebeneh2iI fei' has
alhrT1eiTigfl2 J\:!Iarsrakram2nl l 

�in 6h'bcf(tttd)
iiir fo tlJO l H d) c lflJrHtcn

uon 

.;)ofctJlJ Eutor, 
.\\nrnt in �ojicnfJoicn. 

\lJllt �(p\n·olintlon oc<l fJon1luih·blnftcn 

liififjiJfliifjcn tirl>innrlatcil !811blucio, 

1io111 20. �nnl 180!l, 1J. -1278. 

!mintctlici·g, !mien nnb �.llclu,'l)o1·!. 

!tntfJ oli\nic �icr1nnonnftn!t 

�. ie>tch1lirc11ct. 
:;t;rncf bon �. @";tcinurcncr in mli11tc1:ung. 

PR1HTEO IN C:lECH08lOVAKU\. 
860 

42



One gr o c e r y  Fr i t z  bought c ont a i ne d  

bo l t s  and bo l t s  o f  out d ated c a l i c o . 

Dur i ng t h i s t ime Fr i t z  h a d  h e l pe d  form the 

M i nst e r  and Ft . L o r ami e Tr a c t i on C ompany , br i ng i ng a 

t r a i n  l i ne t o  h i s  t own . He p r o ce e d e d  t o  g i ve the t own 

women bo l t s  o f  c a l i c o and when the f i r s t  t r a i n a r r i ve d  

e ve r y one c e l ebr a t e d  we ar i ng a c a l i c o su i t! 

Fr i t z  event u a l l y  bought ba c k  the Hi lge f o r t  f a rm 

and put h i s  s ons to work . T i me s we r e  hard , the f i r s t  

y e a r  120 p i g s  w e r e  l o s t  t o  cho l e r a  and ch inz bug s c om

p l e t e l y  d e s t r oy e d  the c r o p s . Fr i t z  a l s o  bought l i ve

s t o ck f r om l o c a l  f a rmer s  to s h i p  to New York a n d  

C h i c a g o . O n c e  a f t e r  buy i ng mor e  h o g s  than cou l d  b e  

s h i ppe d o n  the t r a i n  Fr i t z  went t o  t h e  lumber y a r d , 

bought w o o d  and ma d e  a d o ub l e  d e cker hog car . P r oba b l y  

t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k ind . 

A s  a  grandfa ther Fri t z  

woul d  s p end t i me  w i th  grand

chi l d r e n on L e e ' s  f a rm in West 

Milton .  G r a nd s on , Dwi ght 

r emember s  h i m  v e r y  i n d e p e n d  

a n t  n o t  a c c e p t i n g  b a c o n 

Dw i ght h a d  f r y e d  for him but  

e a t i ng  i t  w h e n  everyone was  

g o ne .  F r i t z  i s  b u r i e d  beside 

Katherine  at  St. Mar t i n  ' s  

C eme t e r y  i n  D a r k e  C o unty , Oh i o . 

Re�ounce�: lee #Ll�e/ond1�on. 

OwL�ht #Ll�e/ond1�nand�on. 

KathenLne lache�1 nLece. 

St. mantLn'� Cemeten�. 

··we have ]ovPd him <l11rirrg life. Jet us 
not for�et him after <lr-ath." St. Ambrost-. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Jacob Fred Hilgeford
Born Jan. 25, 1873 

Died Saturday, June 5, 1943 
Age 70 years,

·
4 months and 11 days 

PRAYER 
0 gentleat Heart of Jesus f ever pre!ent 

in the Blessed - Sacrament, ever commmed 

with burning love for the poor captive 
.roul.s in Pu!'gatory, have mercy on the 
soul o! Thy servant, JACOB F. brinll:' him 
from the shadows of ex i le to the bright 

home in Heaven, where we trust, Thou and 
Thy Blessed Mother, have woven for him a 
crown of unfading bliss. Amen. 

Jesus meek and humble of heal't, make 
my heart like unto Thine. 

Eternal rest grant unto h im , 0 Lord I 
And let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May he rest in peace. A men. 
THILL ,.RINTINQ CO. 

Jayne Talbot 1 �neat-�nanddau�hten.
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A  t r u l y  b e a u t i fu l  woman  d own t o  her l a ugh and voi c e 

K a t he r i n e  H i l g e f o r d  was  a  fun person . I n  t a l k i ng  she had a    

unique way o f  a n s weri ng  h e r  own que s t i on s  , e n d i n g  e a ch  w i th  a  

"N o ,   y e s  or not ."  An examp l e  woul d  be :  "I s  she there? Yes?"

K a t he r i n e  ' s  marri age to Fr e d  H i lgef o r d  a n d  f am i l y  l i f e 

though s ome t i me s t r y i n g w e r e  never d u l l  . Rai s i ng  s o n s  who 

w e r e   l i ke thei r  f a t her , s h e  worri e d  a b out them d r i nk i ng  and 

r i d i ng  hors e s  . She hel p e d  i n  runni ng the bus i n e s s e s  and many 

t i me s  t o o k  in board e r s  a n d  d i d  l a u n d r y  t o  s u p p l e m e n t

 thei r  i n come . 

K a the r i ne wa s a lways s ew i ng a n d  

a c c ord i ng t o  s on , L e e , wa s a n  exc e l l

ent c o o k . She cou l d  make s oup f r om 

anyth i ng a n d  ma d e  but t e r  wh i ch h a d  a 

swe e t  t a s t e . G r o c e r y  but t e r  cou l d  n eve r be a s  g o o d . 

Months be f o r e  Chr i s tma s she wou l d  s t a r t  o n  the 

S pr i ng e r l e  c o o k i e s . She u s e d  a r o l l i ng p i n  w i th c a rve d 

o u t  d e s i gn s  wh i ch l e f t  i mpr i n t s on the d o ugh . A f t e r  

they w e r e  b a k e d  s h e  put them i n  a c r o ck and s t o r e d  them 

i n  the a t t i c . Lee s a i d  they t a s t e d  s omewhat l i ke 

l i c or i c e . 
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K a ther i ne never r ememb e r e d  her mother , Mary B e r n i ng 

D r e e s , who d i e d whe n  she wa s a baby . Her f a ther , 

M i cha e l  Dr e e s  l a t e r  marr i e d Mary W i l k i n s  and the f am i l y  

g r ew t o  i nc l u d e  many brothe r s  a n d  s i s t e r s . I n  19 3 8 , a t  

the y o u n g  a g e  o f  5 7 , K a ther i n e  d i e d  o f  c a n c e r . D e t e r 

m i n e d  u n t i l  h e r  d e a th , she t r ave l e d  f r om t own t o  t own 

l o ok i ng f or a c u r e . Lee bought her a r a d i o  to e a s e  h e r  

d i s c omf o r t  dur i ng her i l l n e s s . S h e  i s  bur i e d  a t  

S t . Ma r t i n ' s  C eme t e ry i n  D a r k e  C o u n t y , Oh i o . 

* Re�ounce�: lee 9 .  # Ll�e/ond, �on . St. � ant Ln 1 �

C emet e n u ." 

� fat�� 
1 ULf'� 
3 � 

1+ �. 4 � 
�4� 

ffi � unit!��· ��kaJ4�mAifv. 
� OAVV (,w <VJ� OAldllA'.,JMilll/ � ( 3 0 0 ) . 9) Q/ n,oL � �

�� . ���noLk� �. gf  LMLunit!�. 

Children and grandchildren always remember Alma Hilgeford' s (Mammy's) Flat

Pancakes. When asked where she got the recipe she said it was Lee's mother,

Katherine's recipe. 
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J o h a n  C l e men s  H i l g e f o r t  wa s born i n  D i nk l a g e  , 

O l d e n burg , Germany , on  November 2 3  , 1 8 3 5  . C l emen s  was the 

s o n  o f  D i e t r i ch  H i l g e f o r t  a n d  Marg a r e t  B a r ho r s t  

H i l g e f o r t  . I n   1847, C l e mens  came  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  t o   the New 

Worl d  . G r a n d s o n ,  L e e  J . H l g e f o r d  was  t o l d   t h e  f a m i l y

 c a me t o  Ameri c a  t o  a void  con s c r i p t i on  whi ch  w a s  a  

c o mpu l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e rvice .  Lee remembered them arriving in Ft. 

Loramie in 1848.   A f t e r  D i e t r i ch ' s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 5 0  , C l emen s  a n d  

h i s  bro t her Henry wer e  

l e f t  w i t h the r e sponsi b i l i t y  o f  provid i ng f o r  thei r  

mother , a younger brother , a n d  a  s i s t er . 

O n  J u l y  3 ,  1 8 5 9 , C l eme n s  marr i e d Ma r y  P o ppe lmann 

at  S t . Augu s t i n e Chur ch in M i n i s t e r , Oh i o . He prove d  

t o  be a mo d e l  f a rmer on l a nd we s t  o f  F t . Lor a m i e .  I t  

h a d  mu ch vi r g i n  t i mber t o  be c l e a r e d  and s p l i t  r a i l  

f en c e s  a n d  a l og c a b i n  t o  be c o n s t ruct e d . B e c a u s e  the 

l an d  h a d  been a th i ck swamp the s o i l  wa s ve r y  r i ch .

The r o a d  t o  the f a rm wa s n ame d H i l g e f o r t  R o a d . 
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A s u b s t an t i a l  man , C l emens 

h e l p e d  bu i l d S t . M i cha e l ' s  Chur ch 

by s e r v i ng o n  the bu i l d i ng c om

mi t e e . B e s i d e s  a s k i ng f o r  d o n 

a t i on s , h e  wou l d  a r r ange f o r  

d i f f e r e n t  f a rme r s  t o  hafil s a n d  

a n d  s t o n e s  o n  the i r  wagons . 

C l emen s  a l s o  he l p e d  dona t e  a 

l ar g e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  s t a i ne d  

g l a s s  w i n d ow o f  the B a p t i s m o f  

J e s u s . 

C l e m e n s  d i e d on  D e c emb e r  

1 8 , 1 8 9 3  a t  h i s  home o f  t ypho i d

pneumon i a . H e  wa s f i f t y - e i ght 

y e a r s o l d  and i s  bur i ed a t  

O l d  S t . M i che a l ' � Ceme t e r �  

F t . L o r a m i e ,  Oh i o . 

A f a s t  s k e t c h  o f  a n  

e l a b o r a t e  w i n d o w  . . .

Re�ou nce�: Sank t Cathan [na VLtal Recond�, O [nkla�e, 

Oldenb u n�, qenmany. lee 9 .  # [l�e/ond,

�nand�on. Annal� o/ St. �Lchael ' �  ?a �L�h. 

Shelb y County # [�tony Book. 

Ka�en Anthon�, Ft . l onam [e, Oh [o.
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Johan Clemens Hilgefort was listed on the Passenger Lists 
for Baltimore 1820-1852.His age was 11 and he arrived on 
September 24, 1847. His orgin was listed as Dinklage and 
port of departation as Bremen. The ship he came on was 
Albert. His father Diedrich a farmer age 52, mother Margaretha 
age 47,brothers Heimich age 13, Joseph, and sister Elisabeth 
agelO were also listed on this ship. 

Jonan Cfemens ¾i{gefort may nave Geen 

worn dothes ukg this picture. %ese 

were the custom at the time of his arriva[ 

for immigrants who come from the <;;erman 

towns near the :Nether[anas. It is k,now in 

Minister ana Pt. Loramie that these 

ancestors wore wooaen shoes. 

36 53

Johan Clemens Hilgeford may have 
worn clothes like this picture. These 
were the custom at the time of his 
arrival for immigrants who came from 
the German towns near the 
Netherlands. It is know in Minister and 
Ft.Loramie, Ohio that these ancestors 
wore wooden shoes.
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A h e a vy s e t  woma n 

w i th auburn h a i r  a n d  b l u e  

e y e s , Ma r y  a lw a y s  h a d  

barre l s  o f  s au e r k r a u t  

a r oun d h e r  hou s e . She 

s pent mo s t  of the wi n t e r  

month s qu i l t i ng a n d  t end e d  

her l a r g e  g a r d e n  and 

f l owe r s  thr oughou t  the 

s umme r . 

H e r  g r a n d ch i l d r e n  

a lwa y s  s pe n t  E a s t e r  o n  the 

H i lg e f o r t  f a rm . Egg s  had  

been c o l o r e d  w i th on i on 

� aria! 
'll l ll  � lllll ftag  b en 2 1  lm a i  191 0, Hil l  1 2.45 

U l) r  11.  11 1 .  1t1 o f1 I t1 erjel1 e11 mi t  iJ en lJ l .  S t etli · 
l n frn1 1 1 en t rn ,  fta r (1 unler i n n i g it g e l i e fl t e  

'!.\Jl a t t e r ,  u n b  S r[] rn l e g 2 n n 1 t t t er,  

.;!,t i·nn 'l-l:l ari a  g, Hgefod, 
i 1 11 m t e.i: u O ll  Gli �) O l) ren,  9 \JJi o n o t e  �j Jr a � e l1  

�,1 ,;; l' e i cf) enti eniingniii i oniJ  o m  �J1 i t t l u o cf1 
h e n  :Zil �UC n i ,  HH O ,  u o m  �rm1 ed) tl l l i c  nu �� ,� u  
1! o r l1 11 1 i e , D IJ i o ,  i t t1 t t .  

'J.'i i e  t r t1 1a•. r n b e n  .P in t er(1 l id1 ene1t : 
E: ii [J 11 e -J oiep LJ ,  3-ri e b r i r[J , �1 e rn o r b ,  ;vrnnr 
'X �i d )  t r r-Xt n t h n rinn ·E ener,  �u l e l) (J i n e  �H er 
n i n n ,  � t .l l l l' -:- fa  �H o rrh e·r � .  u n b  �H o i n  .D o t � rf1 rr 
� cf1 l ll 1 e !1 l' : ·  i i.i lJ n e--fhon ;) �i r o r. r111 11 n 1 1  

� o h n n  E en c r ,  � lj en b o t"  � .. !5 t'nt i l l !1 , .f1 l' i t tri rh 

� b r rfJ � '-- � • . p e i nt:l�G .\) o ( S ;'fp :- .r .  
G rf1 i u  i r g t' r t O  rf)  t cr-�l)i tni n .  Xl n t l) n t i 11 n ,  1 1 1 t h:_' 

(.lih t t l'. �Jl 1 1 t t e t  u n i r c  �hr iir1 ett-
1 .S i 1 1 b  b i c  � H u m en nut b ci 1 1  @r n fl ,  

1 1  n j r c  'ill i in i rf; r ,  l l l l i c r  E: e h nen ; 
f)' d; t .-) u ::L e i ner (ii r u ft h l 11 n h ,  
� : d·1 � ': 1 1  (1 n t r .jt o f t  1 1 1 i t  i)· l d) C t t ,  

<$i o U  fi ir �-e1 H f.' r  .�i- i n b ct �� o h l  i 
J <1 ,  1 t1 i r  l1 n u r .n · c, o f t  g r j e.f1 e11 ,  
�!l n t t er i e n e n  t f) l 1 t  m1 il 1u ,1 11 1 .  

FR om t h e  m emo n laL Ca nd  
'
C oLL ec t l on o/

7< lta  llofj lng, . 

I j 
' I  

s k i n s  or  o ther n a t ur a l  w a y s . The ch i l dr e n  wou l d  be t o l d  

t o  p l a y  i n  the barn wh i l e the eggs w e r e  h i d d e n  i n  the 

o r cha r d . An a d u l t  wou l d  then shout , " Lo o k  there g o e s  

t h e  r a bb i t ! "  * A n d  ever yone wou l d  r u n  o f f  t o  f i n d the 

eggs . 

* A s t o l d  by g r a n d s o n , L e e  J .  H i l ge f o r d .

54



, _ ' 



r 
r 
[ 
r 
r 
r 
l 
[ 
( 
l 
f 
l 
l 
l 
l 
L 
l 
l 
l 

Ma r y  Poeppleman H i l g e f o r t  wa s born Ju l y  2 4 , 1 8 4 3 . 
She d i e d M a y  5 ,  1 9 1 0  and  i s  bur i e d a t  O l d  S t . M i che a l ' s

C eme t e r � i n  F t . L o r a m i e ,  Oh i o .

Ma r y  wa s the d a ught er o f  Johan Henry 

 . Poeppleman a n d  K a t he r i n e B a u mer Poeppleman 

f r om R u s che·n d o r f , D a mme , i n  t h e  p r o v i nce 

of O l d e nburg , G e rmany . · They a r r i ve d  i n

B a l t i mo r e  i n  1 8 3 7  o n  the E r n s t  a n d  Gu s t av 

s h i p  wh i ch s a i l e d  f r om B r emen , G e rmany 

o n  S e pt ember 2 5 , 1 8 3 7 . Henry wa s born 

June 2 5 , 1 8 0 6  in D a mme a n d  d i e d ... 

D e c emb e r  3 ,  1 8 8 9 . C a ther i n e  wa s b o r n  

Ju l y  2 3 , 1 8 1 4  i n  D a mme a n d  d i e d 

Augu s t  1 1 ,  1 8 8 4 . B o th a r e  bur i e d a t  

S t . J o s e ph C eme t e r y  i n  Egypt , Oh i o . 

R eA o u n c eA :  L ee g .  H LL�e/o n d } q n andA on o /  m a n� .

St . m Lc h aeL ' � Chu n c h.  R ec o ndA .

St . Au�uAt Ln e Ch u n c h  R ec o ndA .

R L ta  Hou Ln� }  m tnAt e n ;  Oh L o

I n /o nmat L o n  o n  Poeppleman Lmm L�na t  L on
/n om Tom Hu eL /kamp .
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J o hann M i chae l  Dre e s  was  born September  9 , , . 1851 , 

in Mi n i s t e r ,  Oh i o , the s o n  o f  Johann Mi cha e l  D r e e s  and

Mar i a  We l l e r d i ng Dr � � s . 

��r ' ·�· 

M i k e  a t t e n d e d  s cho o l  unt i l  he wa s �our t e e n

a n d  e n j o y e d  s qu i r r e l  hunt i ng i n  h i s youth . 

S qu i r r e l s ,  r a bb i t s , turke y s , a n d  qua i l  we re 

abun d a n t  a n d  pr ove d t o  be a 

f o r  t ho s e  a r ound M i n i s t e r . 

r emember e d  s e e i ng d e e r . 

M i ke ma r r i e d Ma r y  G e r t r u d e  B e r n i ng i n  1 8 7 6  a t  

S t  Augu s t i n e  Chur ch i n  M i n i s t er . They ha d a d a ught e r , 

K a the r i n e B e r n a d i ne , who wa s born o n  May 1 7 ,  1 8 7 8 . Mary 

d i e d a l mo s t  two y e a r s l a t e r  on  February 2 ,  1 8 8 0 . He 

l a t er ma r r i e d Mary W i l k i n s  and they ha d e i ght chi l d r e n . 

A f a rmer unt i l  he wa s 2 1  yea r s , M i ke then 

d e c i d e d  t o  t r y  the c o o perage bus i n e s s . 

A f t e r  two ye a r s  o f  bu i l d i ng wo o d e n  bar r e l s  

h e  went back t o  f a rmi ng . H e  wou l d  o f t e n  

t a ke veg e t ab l e s  t o  S i d n e y  o n  h is wagon t o  

s e l l . Wh i l e f a rmi ng , M i ke a l s o h e l d  many 

 publi c  o f f i c e s ;  a s s e s s o r  , s cho o l  d i r e c t o r  , and 

l a nd a p pra i s e r  . H e  r e c a l l e d  wal k i n g  the,  * " l e ngth and 

b r e d t h  of Van Bure n  Townshi p  f o ur t i me s ,  " a s  " h e  p e r f orme d    

h i s  publi c  duti e s  o f  cen s u s  t a ker a n d  l a n d  a p pr a i s e r  a t  the 

a g e  o f  6 9  . 
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F o r  twe n t y� two ye a r s  M i ke a l s o  e n j oyed be i ng the 

c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f r om McC a r t yv i l l e  for the M i n i s t e r  P o s t . 

Eve r y  w e e k  he wou l d  wr i t e o f  the h a ppen i ng s  o f  h i s  

n e i ghbo r s  a n d  commun i ty . H i s a r t i c l e s  wer e  a lways  i n  

G e rman un t i l  the " Po s t " a d o p t e d  the l anguage o f  the 

count r y . Th i s  t r a n s i t i on p r ove d ve r y  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  

M i ke but i n  h i s  o l d  a g e  he a dm i t t e d  t h e  Engl i sh l anguage 

f l owe d f r om h i s t ongue in a w a y  tha t  cou l d  n o t  have been 
I 

b e l i eve d twen t y  y e a r s e a r l i e r . P r i o r t o  th i s j ob ,  M i ke 

wr o t e  f o r  the G e rman news p a p e r , " An z e i ger " ,  wh i ch w a s 

publ i sh e d  i n  S i d n e y . 

�=�==�S7\7!111£:f��� 
�QtlbJ! <!tountQ �nitigiw.: 

A l i f e  l on g  Democr a t , M i ke vo t e d  a s  such a s  ma n y  

a s  n i ne t e e n  t i me s . He c r e d i t e d  Pr e s i d e nt F r a n k l i n  

R o o s e ve l t  f o r  b e t t e r  t i me s  r e a s on i ng tha t f a rmer s h a d  

mor e  m o n e y  t o  s pe n d  f o r  f a rm i mp l ement s .  
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Gr a n d s o n  L e e  H i l g e f o r d  r e member e d  

M i ke hunt i ng f o r  mu shr o oms i n  t h e  s pr i ng 

a n d  s e l l i ng them t o  a n  a t t or n e y  i n  S i dn e y  

'. it , , 
) 

f o r  a penny e a ch . He a l s o  r ememb e r e d  

Mi ke t a k i ng d a i l y  o n e  m i l e  wa l k s  w i th 

h i s  cane  a n d  dr i nk i ng h i s  d a i l y b e e r  to 

wh i ch he c r e d i t e d  h i s  l ongevi t y . 

M i k e  h a d  h i s  own pe r c e p t i on s  o f  the cha ng i ng t i me s . 

He ha d n o  u s e  f o r  the t r a c t o r , s a y i ng i t  p a c k e d  the s o i l 

d own . H e  a l s o  f e l t  i t  t o o k  awa y f r om the l a n d  whe r e  a s  

a hor s e  a d d e d  t o  i t ! He r emembe r e d  the g o o d  o l d  d a y s  

f on d l y  s a y i ng t h e y  we r e  t h e  b e s t  f o r  a mu s emen t . B o y s  

c o u l d  h a ve mor e  f u n  w i th l e s s  f u s s , 

a n d  mon e y . He d i d  f e e l  tha t 

p e o p l e w e r e  he a l th i e r s i n c e  

t h e  c o m i ng o f  the aut omob i l e 

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  wa s n ' t  a s  mu ch 

i nt e r ma r r i a g e  i n  a commun i t y . 

M i k e  a n d  M a r y  spent the i r  

l a t e r  y e a r s  l i v i ng w i th the i r  

s on J o s e ph . H i s  ch i e f o c c u -

p a t i o n b e i ng wa t ch i ng t h e  c ows 

a l ong the r o a d . H e  a l s o  l i ke d  

t o  r e a d  a n d  u s e d  t h e  s cho o l  

l i br a r y  a t  McC a r t yvi l l e . 

" O l d  M i ke " pa s s e d  awa y o n  

Ma r ch 2 6 , 1 9 4 1 . 

� eh o u n c eh :  l ee # Ll�e/o n d,
_ � n andh on . 
! h e m Ln L h i e n  ?oh t ,  7/ 1 7/ 1 939 .

t r ave l i ng a r ound , 

"Blessed are they that mourn,for they shall be comforted." (St. Matt. V.5.) 

My Jesus , have mercy on the soul of 

Born September 29, 1 851,  Minster, Ohio. 
Died Wednesday, M arch 26, 1941 , McCar
tyville, Ohio. Age 89 years, 5 months and 
27 days. 

Funeral services at Sacred Heart Church, 
McCartyvil1e,  Ohio, Saturday, March 29, 
1 941 . Requiem High Mass at 9:00, Rev . 
Edward Summe, officiatin g .  

PRAYER 
0 gentl est HPart of Jesus, eve1 

present in the Blessed Sacrament, 
ever consumed with burning love 
for the poor captive souls in Pur
gatory, h ave m ercy on the soul of 
Thy servant. Be not severe in Thy judgment, but 'et some drops of Thy 
Precious Blood fall upon the d e· 
vouring flames, and do Thou 0 
Merciful Savior, send Thy angels 
to conduct Thy departed se.r'!E?:.t 
to a place of rcfrtsL went, light and 
·peace. Amen.

The God who gave has taken, 

And heaven our Father baa won ; 
Although our hearts are sad, 

The will of God is done. 

"Eternal rest grant to him , 0 Lord, 
A n d  let perpetual light shine on him" 
Ivlay he rest in peace. Amen. 

� L i a  a n d  Da v Ld �O � Ln� , m Ln LA t e n ,  Oh L o .
�a n en A n t h on� ,  f t .  l o n am L e ,  Oh L o . 
f t .  l o n am L e  � LA i o n Lcal Soc Let� . 

. 
J 
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M a r y  G e r t r u d e  B e r n i ng D r e e s  

Ne s t l e d  a w a y  i n  Lee H i l g e f o r d ' s  f i l i ng 

c a b i n e n t  a l e t t e r  wa s kept . He never knew the 

t r a n s l a t i on or name s  i nvo lve d  but f e l t  it mu s t  

b e  i mp o r t a n t . Y e a r s  l a t e r  a f t e r  the t r an s -

l a t i on wa s comp l e t e  a n d  c l u e s  a n swer e d , i t  

b e c ame a pp a r e n t  th i s  wa s a l e t t e r  f r om 

Mary B e r n i ng D r e e s . I t  i s  the o n l y  i n f o r -

ma t i on tha t ha s b e e n  found about her . Mary 

wa s born May 6 ,  1 8 5 6  and d i e d Febr u a r y  2 ,  1 8 8 0 .'-

She l e f t  beh i n d  her hu sband , Johann M i cha e l  

D r e e s  a n d  a d a ught e r , Ka ther i ne B e r n a d i ne , whQ 

wa s twe n t y  mon ths o l d . The f o l l ow i n g  i s  the 

t r a n s l a t i on of th i s  l e t t e r  and supp or t i ng 

· e v i d e n c e .

M i n s t e r ,  M a y  t h e  4 .  1 8 7 9

D e a r B r o t h e r

I c a n n o t  a b s t a i n t o  w r i t e  y o u  a l e t t e r . W e  w a i t e t  a 

l o n g  t i m e  o f  a l e t t e r f r o m  y o ti .  A n d  s i n c e  w e  d i d n ' t  

g e t  o n e  f r o m f a t h e r  e i t h e r , I t h o u g h t  w e  w r i t e  y o u a n d  

l e t  y o u  k n o w , t h a t  w e  a r e s t i l l  h a p p y  a n d  h e a l t h y . I 
h o p e  t h e  s a m e  i s  w i t h  y o u  a n d  f a t h e r  H e i n r i c h  D r e e s  a n d  

i f  i t  i s  n o t  s o ,  w r i t e  u s  a n d  l e t  u s  k n o w . 

N o w  I l i k e  t o  l e t y o u  k n o w , t h a t  r e c e n t l y  s o m e  p e o p l e

d i e d  i n  f a t h e r s n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e : 

M r s . L e h m k u h l e  d i e d  l a s t  w e e k , a n d  B e r n h a r d  M e i e r  a n d  

h i s  w i f e  d i e d  l a s t  w i n t e r . H e i n r i c h  B u d d e  d i e d  a l s o

l a s t  f a l l . I l i k e  t o  l e t  y o u  k n o w , t h a t  o u r  f a t h e r  h a s

n o w  a n e w  m a i d . M a r y  F i s c h e r  i s  g o n e . H e  h a s  n o w  

H e i n r i c h W B r m e i e r s  d a u g h t e r , I t h i n k  h e  l i k e s h e r  j u s t

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r . A n d  J o s e p h i n a  h a d  h e r  f i r s t  

H o l y  C o m m u n i o n . I t h i n k  l o n g e r t h a n a y e a r o u r  f a t h e r

s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a m a i d , b e c a u s e  t h e n  J o s e p h i n a  i s  o u t  

o f  s c h o o l , a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r  t h e n . L i t t l e

F r a n k  w a s  g o i n g  t h i s  w i n t e r  t o  s c h o o l  a l s o . T h e y  h a v e  

n o w  o v e r  t h e r e  a n e w  t e a c h e r . H V o n d e n b u s c h  l e f t f o r  
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C a n s a s . H W i l k e  t o o k  h i s  p l a c e . C a r o l i n e  a n d  J o h n  

D r e e s  w e n t  t o  C i n c i n a t y . M a r y  F o r t m a n  g o t  m a r r i e d  l a s t

w e e k . S p r i n g  i s  h e r e  n o w , a n d  t h e  f a r m e r s  p u t  t h e  o a t s
i n t h e  f i e l d s  a n d  a r e  r e a d y  t o  p i c k  t h e  c o r n . T h e  

w i n t e r  h a r v e s t  i s  s t a n d i n g  i n t h e  f i e l d s . W h e n  y o u  n e e d

a n y  s u m m e r  c l o s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  a n d  w r i t e  u s . D e a r b r o t h e r  
i t i s  a l r e a d y  t h r e e  y e a r s  s i n c e  o u r m o t h e r  d i e d , t h a t  i s

a l o n g  t i m e . B u t  w e  s t i l l  w i l l  n o t  f o r g e t  h e r  a n d  p r a y 

f o r  h e r . W e  l i k e  t o  i n c l u d e  i n o u r  f a t h e r  i n o u r  

p r a y e r s . T h e n  h e  i s a l w a y s  n i c e  a n d  g o o d  a n d  t a k e s . c a r e

o f  y o u  a n d  u s , a s  g o o d  a s  h �  c a n . T h a t ' s  w h y  w e  o w e  h i m 

o u r t h a n k s . 

I d o n ' t  k n o w  m u c h  n ew s . T h a t ' s  w h y  I a m  c l o s i n g  t h i s

l e t t e r a n d  g i v e  g r e e t i n g s  t o  y o u . A g r e e t i n g  f r o m  

f a t h e r  a n d  t h e  b r o t h e r s . A g r e e t i n g  f r o m  M i c h a e l  t o

f a t h e r  H .  D r e e s  a n d  o n  y o u . T h i s  w r o t e  y o u r  l o v i n g  

s i s t e r M a r y . W r i t e  s o o n  a g a i n .

\i� ll.��� 

T h i s l e t t e r  i s  t o  Ma r y ' s  b r o ther , J o s eph N i cko l a s . 

A c c or d i ng t o  the r e co r d s  o f  S t . Augu s t i ne Chu r ch , they 

we r e  the ch i l d r en of John G e rha r d  B e r n i ng a n d  B e r na d i n a  

G e r ke n  B e rn i ng . They h a d  a s i s t er C a ther i ne J o s e ph i n e  

who wou l d  h a v e  be e n  twe l ve y e a r s o l d  a t  the t i me o f  the 

l e t t e r  and r e a d y f o r her F i r s t Holy Commun i on . J ohn 

F r a n c i s ku s wou l d  h ave b e e n  s i x ye a r s  o l d  and r e a d y f o r  

s ch o o l . M a n y  p e o p l e  a t  t h i s t i me wer e  c a l l e d  b y  the i r  

m i d d l e  n ame s . M a r y  and J o s e ph ' s mother h a d  d i e d exa c t l y  

t hr e e  ye a r s  b e f o r e  t h i s l e t t e r  wa s wr i t en a s  s t a t e d  i n  

the l e t t e r . M a r y  wa s t o  d i e  a pp r ox i ma t e l y  thr e e  mon ths 

l a t e r . 

J o s e ph N i c ko l a s  wa s s t u d y i ng t o  be a pr i e s t  pr e 

s uma b l y  a t  S t . Cha r l e s  S em i n a r y  i n  C a r thagen a . H e  l a t er 

d r oppe d t h i s pur s u i t  a c c o r d i ng t o  S i s t er Mar i na B e r n i ng , 

h i s  n i e c e . F a ther Henry J o s e ph D r e e s  was r e c t o r a t  

s t . C h a r l e s  S e m i n a r y  i n  1 8 7 9 . He w a s  M i chae l D r e e s ' 
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u n c l e  s o  t h i s i s  why m e n t i o n o f  h i m  i s  ma d e  s o  o f t e n . 

M a r y  a l s o  me n t i o n s  h e r  hu s b a n d , M i c h a e l , i n  t h e  l a s t  

p a r a g r a ph . I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t s p e l l i n g a n d  

p u n c t u a t i o n e r r o r s  ma y h a v e  b e e n  ma d e  i n  t h e  t r a n s 

l a t i o n . 

M a r y ' s  p a r e n t s we r e  J oh a n  G e r h a r d  B e r n i n g , b o r n  i n  

G e r m a n y  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 8 2 6  a n d  B e r n a d i n a C hr i s t i n a  

G e r k i s o n , b o r n  i n  1 8 3 0 . M a r y ' s  mo t h e r  p r e f e r r e d  t o  b e  

c a l l e d  b y  h e r  m i d d l e  n a m e , C h r i s t i n a , h e r  l a s t  n a me w a s 

s p e l l e d  s e ve r a l  w a y s  o n  d i f f e r e n t  r e c o r d s : G e r k e n , G e r k i n , 

a n d - G e r k i s o n . J o h a n  G e rh a r d  s e r ve d a s  s ch o o l d i r e c t o r . 

C hr i s t i n a  d i e d M a y  3 1 , 1 8 7 6  a n d  J o h a n  G e r h a r d  d i e d o n  

M a y  1 4 , 1 9 0 7 . B o t h a r e  b u r i e d  a t  St. Aug u s t i n e C e me t e r y ,

M i n s t e r , Oh i o . J oh a n  G e r h a r d ' s  p a r e n t s  we r e  J o h a n  H .
a n d  M a r i a  E l i s a b e t h  B e r n i n g . J oh an H .  w a s t h e  f i r s t  

s e t t l e r  o n  s e c t i o n 3 0  o f  M c L e a n  T own s h i p , S h e l b y  C o u n t y  

a n d  c u t  t h e  f i r s t  r o a d  t h r o ugh th a t  s e c t i o n . 

A m e t h o d  o F  e a r l y  r o a d  b u i l d i n g . 

F r o m  T h e  G r o w t h  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  

A r t . 

R e4 o u n c e4 :  

5 L4 t e n  m a n Lna  B e nn Ln�,  

dau�h t e n  o/ Hen ny Jo4 ep h  

B e nn Ln� and � n anddau�h t e n  

o /  Johan q e n h a n d  B enn Ln� .

St . Au�u4 t Lne  Chu n c h

R Lt a  Hoy Ln�, m Ln4 t e n ,  Oh L o .

Sh el 6 y  County  H L4 t o ny B o ok

l ee J .  H Ll�e/o n d, � nand4 on

o /  m a �y B e nn Ln� O n ee4 .

Ka n en Anth o n u ,  Ft . l o n am Le ,0 . 
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Dur i ng the l a t e  1 6 0 0 ' s  G ermany w a s  r u l e d  

b y  many pr i n c e s  who wer e  mo r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i th 

the i r  extr avag a n c e  than the gener a l  we l f a r e  

{ 0."' o f  the i r  p e o p l e . The l a r g e  r evenu e s they d r ew J @T 
f r om the s t a t e s  l e f t  the s t a t e s  exha u s t e d  a n d  '\ 
i mpover i sh e d . The r e  w a s  

or  d e c e n c y  when i t  c ame t o  the i r  l av i sh l i f e - � 0e � 
s ty l e s . 

0 c." 

The t u r n  o f  the c e n t u r y  br ought i nva s i on s� . . � 
by F r a n c e  a n d  a cont i nu i ng r i va l r y  b e twe e n  the \ 
German s t a t e s  o f  P r u s s i a  a n d  Au s t r i a . War  be 

c ame a n a t i on a l  a c t i v i ty a n d  a c on s c r i pt a rmy 

or dr a f t  wa s e n f o r c e d . As Napo l e o n  c l a i me d  

mor e  o f  G e rmany , Au s t r i a  s e emed t o  c a r r y  the 

war w i th n o  he l p  f r om Pru s s i a . I t  wa s n o t  u n -

t i l  N a p o l e o n  mar ched thr ough Pru s s i an bor d e r s  

tha t w a r  wa s d e c l a r e d  on F r a n c e . I n  O c t obe r  

o f  1 8 0 6 , t h e  P r u s s i a n army s per i s h e d  i n  o n e

b l ow d u r i ng t h e  B a t t l e  o f  J ena . N a p o l e o n  t h e n  

p r o c e e d e d  t o  c o n quer We s t ph a l i a  a n d  i s s u e  a 

cont i ne n t a l  s y s t em wh i ch f o r b a d e  t r a d e  w i th 

E ng l a n d  a n d  thr e a t en e d  German comme r ce w i th 

r u i n . Au s t r i a  c e a s e d  t o  have any c o n tr o l  ove r 

G e rmany o n c e  a t r e a t y  o f  p e a c e  wa s d i ct a t e d  i n

V i e n n a . 

I n  the e a r l y  1 8 0 0 ' s  d e s p i t e  the humi l i �  , 

a t i on o f  w a r  many chang e s  w e r e  t ak i ng p l a c e  

G e r h a r d  

H i l c:i e f. o r. t 

G. 
A n n a  

S t a g g e n b o r g

m a r r i e d  

D i e t r i c h 

H i l g e f o r t  

b o r n  

.J o h a n  

H e n r y  

P o p p e l  m a n  

b o r n 
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wi th i n  G e rma ny . P ru s s  i a  h a d  abo l i  s h e d  s e r f d om 

and p e rm i  t t e d  the pub l  i c  t o  run f o r  c i v i  l 

o f f  i c e s  . A l  though Napo l  e o n  put l i m i t s  o n  

army s i z e , t h e  s t a t e s  c o n t  i nu e d  t o  t r a  i n  l a r g e  

numbe r s  o f  m e n  b y  us  i ng a r a p i d  number t u r n -

over . When Na p o l  e o n  wa s d e f e  a t e d  i n  Ru s s i a  i n  

1 8 1 2  , Ge  rmany s t a r t e d  a c ampa i gn a n d  i nva d e d  

F r a n c e  w i th a venge ance . 

The G e rman s t a t e s  now f r e e  f r o m  F r a nce 

vo t e d  to govern thems e l ve s  s epa r a  t e l y  as a 

C on f e d e r a t  i on o f  S ove re i g� · � f a t e s  . The the o r y  

wa s g o o d  b u t  i n  a c t u a l i t y P r u s s i a a n d  Aus t r  i a

tried t o  s u pervi s e  un i ve r s i t  i e s  , qu i e t  the 

pre s s  , and a ppr ove C o n s t  i t u t  i on s  , ther eby 

keep i ng c on t r o l  and  ahe a d  of p o s  s i b l e  r e vo l u -

t i on s  i n  t h e  m i  d d le s t a t  e s  . The c e n s o r s h i p  

a n d  s u r ve i l l a n c e  we r e  a pr e l  u d e  t o  a d e pr e s  9 �

s i on .  i n  b o th i n dus t r y  and a g r  i cu l t u r e  . 

I t  wa s a t  th i s  t i me that a numb e r  o f  

G e rma n th i nk e r s  s t a r t e d  s t u d y  i ng the Un i t e d  

S t a t e s  . E s pec i a l l y  the d o c t r  i ne s  o f  democr a cy 

and e qu a  l i t y o f  man . 1 8 4 8  brought p e  a s an t  

r i o t  i ng a n d  r evo l  u t  i ons  wh i ch w e r e  f o l l owed b y  

m o r e  s t r i ngent r e p r e  s s i on a s  gover nment f o r c e s  

r ema i n e d  l oya l t o  the i r  r u l e r s  . 

Resentful Germans take ttp arms against the French invaderi 

J o h a n n  

M i c h a e l 

D r e e s  

b o r n  

J o h a n n  

M i c h a e l 

D r e e s  

l e a v e s  

G e r m a n y  

J o h a n  

H e n r y  

P o p p e l m a n  

l e a v e s  

G e r m a n y  

D i e t r i c h 

H i l g e f o r t  

� f a m i l y  

l e a v e  

G e r m a n y  

Resources: Dinklage under the Rule of France, translation of 

Als Dinklae noch bei Frankreich war, by Reinhard Arkenau. 
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The city ofDinklage has approximately 10,000 inhabitants and is located in 
Oldenburger Muensterland near the Dammer Mountains. 

Sights of interest are the oldest water-castle in the whole area of Oldenburg, 
the Schweger windmill from the Netherlands, dated 1840 and Dinklage castle, 
which is surrounded by a large park, and hiking trails. 

St. Catharina Catholic Church is in the center of town. Many of our ancestors 
belonged to this church. At this time there were a growing number of day 
laborers and tenants who lived in extreme poverty. There was also a decline in 
secondary occupations such as knitting and itinerant work in the Netherlands. A 
new life only seemed possible in America. Between 1840 and 1860 about 10,000 
people left Oldenburg and immigrated to the United States. This was a 
considerable number compared to the 65,000 inhabitants at that time. 

In 1781, the lieutenant Johann Hermann Anton Flensburg from Muenster 
mentioned the basic economical problem of the Oldenburg Muensterland: Due to 
the bad sandy soils there were no fruits without repeated, almost annual 
fertilization and the manure can not be obtained without livestock breeding, and 
livestock breeding is not possible without grassland and grassland is rare on the 
sand. This economic circulus vitiosus has been broken by drainage of bogs, the 
intensive livestock breeding and by industrialization. 

In 1871 the number of emigrations decreased and the number of inhabitants 
slowly started to increase. The tenants started earning extra money by hog feeding 
and calf fattening. Cigar factories followed and craftsmen establishments 
changed into manufacturers of agricultural machines. 

The mentality of the Muensterland people led 
to success. This has been described as "active 

Christianity, work, thriftiness, modesty, and a 
special desire for property". 

Early emigrants to Ohio from this area wore the 
wooden shoes and had many customs from the 
areas near the Netherlands. 

Resources: 

Dinklage booklet sent by Petra von der Heide 
from Steinfeld, Oldenburg, Germany. 

Sankt Catharina Vital Records, Dinklage. Rita Hoying, Minster, Ohio 
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A Partial Map of the Duchy ofOldenburg

Garrel = Johan Michael Drees born in 1811

Damme = Johann Henry Poeppleman born 1806.
Dinklage = Johan Clemens Hilgefort born 1835.

Harpendorf= Margaretha Barhorst born 1800.

19J Z71:400.000-1cm = 4km
Brake 24km Brake
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In Lee Hilgeford's biography it is mentioned that his family spoke Low German and 
learned English at school. Low German was more it's own language rather than a 
dialect. It was the Anglo-Saxon German that arrived in England in the fourth and fifth 
centuries A.D. * When Low German speaking immigrants came to America and heard 
English, they couldn't believe anyone could speak such bad Low German. To them 
English was very familiar and not being pronounced correctly. Speaking Low German 
was not the same as being low class. It was chiefly a geographical designation. Low 
German was the language of the northern lowlands. It is the true Anglo-Saxon German. 

Resources: * Richard Troustfrom the Letters of a German American Farmer:
Jurnjakob Swedn Travels to America 
(University of Iowa Press, 2000.) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Many photographs on the internet are not who they are claimed to be ... The photos 
in this book have been verified by the said individuals. Lee Hilgeford and Alma 
Leeper Hilgford owned and verified the photographs here of their parents, 
grandparents, brothers, sisters and uncles and aunts. Charmaine Hilgford Talbot 
also contributed and verified. 

Sister Marina Berning contributed the photograph of Johann Gerhard and 

Bernadina Christina Berning. 
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The Wedding Picture of 
Lee and Alma Hilgeford. 

Lee's brother Jule was his best man. 

The Wedding Picture of 
Fred and Katherine Hilgeford 
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4100 MewTroq.Pike '

.QA^Ton-Qnio i-\^_

Katherine Hilgeford standing behind her father
Johann Michael (Mike) Drees and next to her

_husband, Fred (Fritz) Hilgefort.

Friends

Lawrence Hilgeford with duck.

Ursela Hilgeford with doll.
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Lee, Ursula, Lawrence, Jule, 
Katherine The Hilgefords Fritz 

Peter, Crescentia 

Lee, Ursela, Cresentia ,and Clarence (Peter) all had red hair. 

Brothers, Sisters, and Spouses 

.Charlie Pryor, Jule, Lee, Peter, 
Ursela, Ruby, Mac, Emereda, Charlotte, 

Ollie Heidenreich 

Crescentia (Cincy) 

(Dave Gough on balcony) 
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Lee, Lawrence, Urse/a, Jule 

Cheers 

Unknown 
Fritz Hilgeford 

Brugeman 
Dennis Hannas 
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Lee holding Crescentia 
Jule with tuba. Hilgeford Children 

Lawrence 

Urse/a 

83



f 

r 

f 

I 

l 

r 

l 

l .}lncestor 
I Pami[y Pages 
l 

l 

l 

I 

l 

l 

l 

l 

I 

84



f 

f 

l 

r 

[
1 

F 

f 

l 
2 

F 

l 
3 

l M 

l 4 

l
M 

1 5 

I
M 

l
6 

M 

l 
7 

1 F 

1 

Husband: Johann Gerhard Berning 

Born: February 13, 1826 
Married: April 18, 1850 

Died: May 14, 1914 
Burial: 
Father: Johan Henry Berning 

Mother: Maria Elisabeth 
Other Spouses: 

Wife: Bernadina Christina Gerkins 

Born: 1830 
Died: May 31, 1876 

Burial: 
Father: Henry Gerkison 

Mother: 
Other Spouses: 

CHILDREN 

Name: Mary Gertrude Berning 
Born: May 06, 1856 
Died: February 2, 1880 

Burial: 
Married: 1876 
Spouse: Johann Michael Drees 

Name: Mary Elizabeth Berning 
Born: February 08, 1851 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: John Bernard Berning 
Born: February 17, 1853 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Henry Joseph Berning 
Born: March 1858 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Gerhard Anton Berning 
Born: February 07, 1854 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Herman Gerhard Berning 
Born: October 20, 1862 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

· Name: Catherine Josephine Berning
Born: February 07, 1867

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 

m: 

in: St. Augustine Church, Minister, Ohio 
m: 

Gerkinson? 

in: 
in: 

in: 
in: Minister, Ohio 

in: St. Augustine Church, Minister, Ohio 

in: 
in: 
in: 

in: 
in: 
in: 

in: 
m: 
m: 

m: 
m: 
in: 

m: 
m: 
in: 

in: 
m: 
in: 
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Spouse: 

Name: Altoney Berning 
Born: in: 

Married: in: 
Died: m: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Armia Berning 
Born: m: 

Married: in: 
Died: m: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Johann Frederich Berning 
Born: October 15, 1869 m: 

Married: in: 
Died: in: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Joanna Agnes Berning 
Born: March 22, 1865 in: 

Married: m: 
Died: in: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Resources: St. Augustine Catholic Church Records. Minster, Ohio. 
Sister Marina Berning, Carthagena, Ohio. 

Rita Hoying, Minister, Ohio. 
Shelby County History Book 
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Husband: Johann Michael Drees 

Born: September 29, 1851 
Married: 1876 

Died: March 26, 1941 
Burial: 
Father: Johann Michael Drees 

Mother: Maria Caherine Wellerding 
Other Spouses: 

Wife: Mary Gertrude Berning 

Born: May 06, 1856 
Died: February 2, 1880 

Burial: 
Father: Johann Gerhard Berning 

Mother: Bernadina Christina Gerkins 
Other Spouses: 

CHILDREN 

Name: Katherine Bernadine Drees 
Born: May 17, 1878 
Died: October 16, 1933 

Burial: 

in: Minister, Ohio 
in: St. Augustine Church, Minister, Ohio 
in: McCartyville, Ohio 
in: Sacred Heart Cemetery, McCartyville, Ohio 

m: 

in: Minister, Ohio 

in: 
in: 
in: St. Martin Cemetery,Shelby Co. Ohio 

Married: in: 
Spouse: Jacobus Trivericus (Fred) Hilgeford 

Resources: Lee Hilgeford, Dayton, Ohio. 

Sister Marina Berning, St. Charles Seminary, 
Cathagena, Ohio. 
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Husband: Johann Michael Drees

Born: September 29, 1851
Died: March 26, 1941

Burial:
Father: Johann Michael Drees

Mother: Maria Caherine Wellerding
Other Spouses: Mary Gertrude Beming

in: Minister, Ohio
in: McCartyville, Ohio
in: Sacred Heart Cemetery, McCartyville, Ohio

Wife: Mary Wilkens

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Father:

Mother:
Other Spouses:

m:

m:

CHILDREN

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Name: JoesphDrees

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: JohnDrees

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: Rose Drees

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Name: Mary Amelia Drees
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Agnes Drees

Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Michael Drees
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Frances Drees

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse: Bernard Drees

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Resources: Rita Hoying, M.inster, Ohio.

The Minster Post
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Husband: Johann Michael Drees 

Born: July 19, 1812 
Married: November 08, 1849 

Died: February 18, 1878 
Burial: 
Father: Johann Michael Drees 

Mother: Maria Catherina Hogemann 
Other Spouses: Mary Berning 

Wife: Maria Caherine Wellerding 

Born: October 28, 1829 
Died: May 26, 1914 

Burial: 
Father: Ferdinand Wellerding 

Mother: Maria A. Stuntebeck 
Other Spouses: 

CHILDREN 

Name: Maria Agnes Drees 
Born: August 17, 1850 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Johann Michael Drees 
Born: September 29, 1851 
Died: March 26, 1941 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Mary Wilkens 

Married: 1876 
Spouse: Mary Gertrude Berning 

Name: Franz Heinrich Drees 
Born: July 18, 1853 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Johann Theodor Drees 
Born: March 15, 1855 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Agnes Meyer 

Name: Agnes Drees 
Born: January 21, 1857 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Charles Hoying 

Name: Maria Catherine Drees 
Born: January 15, 1859 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Franz Ferdinand Drees 
Born: February 10, 1861 

Married: 

in: Garrel,Oldenburg, Germany 
in: St., Augustine Church Minister, Ohio 
in: Minister, Ohio 
in: St. Augustine Cemetery,Minister, Ohio 

in: Steinfeld, Oldenburg, Germany 
in: Minister, Ohio 
in: St. Augustine Cemetery,Minister, Ohio 

m: 
m: 
m: 

in: Minister, Ohio 
in: McCartyville, Ohio 
in: Sacred Heart Cemetery, McCartyville,.Ohio 
m: 

in: St. Augustine Church, Minister, Ohio 

m: 
m: 
in: 

m: 
in: 

in: 

in: 
m: 

in: 

in: 
in: 
in: 

in: 
in: 
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Spouse: 

Name: Maria Caroline Drees(Sr. Mary VictoriaCPPS) 
Born: March 13, 1863 in: 

Married: in: 
Died: m: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Joseph Heinrich Drees 
Born: December 28, · 1864 m: 

Died: in: 
Burial: 

Married: in: 
Spouse: Agnes Piening 

Name: Anna Rosa Drees 
Born: May 29, 1867 m: 

Married: m: 

Died: in: 
Burial: 

Spouse: 

Name: Louis Augustine Drees 
Born: October 11, 1869 m: 

Died: m: 

Burial: 
Married: m: 

Spouse: Mary Holliet 

Name: Anton Friedrich Drees 
Born: February 13, 1872 in: 

Married: m: 

Died: in: 
Burial: 

Spouse: 

Resources: St. Augustine Catholic Church Records. Minster, Ohio. 
History of Western Ohio and Auglaize County. 

David Anthony Hoying, Minster, Ohio. 
Sacred Heart Cemetery, McCartyville, Ohio. 
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Husband: Dwight Lee Hilgeford 

Born: April 20, 1929 
Married: June 12, 1948 

Died: 
Burial: 
Father: Lee John Hilgeford 

Mother: Alma Mcfay Leeper 
Other Spouses: 

Wife: Adele Marie McGilvery 

Born: April 02, 1930 
Died: 

Burial: 
Father: Hugh Frederick McGilvery 

Mother: Mildred Daly 
Other Spouses: 

CHILDREN 

Name: Christine Ann Hilgeford 
Born: December 27, 1951 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: February 14, 1981 
Spouse: Lawrence Sam Connor 

Name: William Michael Hilgeford 
Born: January 22, 1952 

Married: 
Died: August 17, 1970 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Eric Dwight Hilgeford 
Born: July 26, 1955 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Patrick Joesph Hilgeford 
Born: March 17, 1963 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Karen Bell 

Name: Michael Jon Hilgeford 
Born: May 25, 1969 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

in: Dayton, Ohio 
in·: Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
in: 

in: Dayton, Ohio 
in: 

in: Dayton, Ohio 
m: 

in: Sanibel Island, Florida 

in: Dayton, Ohio 
in: 
in: Dayton, Ohio 
in: Calvary Cemetery, Dayton, Ohio 

in: 
in: 
in: 

in: Dayton, Ohio 
in: 

m: 

m: 
in: 
in: 

Resources: Dwight Hilgeford 
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September 22, 2010
 Calvary Cemetery

March 31,2011
Calvary Cemetery

Dayton, Ohio

Columbus, Ohio

Bridget Seall
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Husband: Lee John Hilgeford 

Born: September 01, 1898 
Married: June 21, 1923 

Died: August 2, 1985 
Burial: 
Father: Jacobus Trivericus (Fred) Hilgeford 

Mother: Katherine Bernadine Drees 
Other Spouses: 

Wife: Alma Mcfay Leeper 

Born: March 08, 1904 
Died: July 22, 1986 

Burial: 
Father: William Leeper 

Mother: Rebecca W ellbaum 
Other Spouses: 

CHILDREN 

Name: Dwight Lee Hilgeford 

Born: April 20,1929 
Died: 9/22/2010

Burial: 
Married: June 12, 1948 
Spouse: Adele Marie McGilvery 

Name: Elizabeth Jean Hilgeford 
Born: August 23, 1924 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: November 1943 
Spouse: David Madison Gough 

Name: Thomas Hilgeford 

Born: June 10,1932 

Died: 12/25/2000

  Spouse: Elizabeth Miller 

Name: Geraldine Ruth Hilgeford 
Born: April 23, 1936 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: February 07, 1959 
Spouse: Wilbur Rowe 

in: Ft. Loramie, Ohio 
in: 
in: Tipp City, Ohio 
in: Calvery Cemetery, Dayon, Ohio 

in: Osgood, Ohio 
in: Dayton, Ohio 
in: Calvery Cemetery, Dayon, Ohio 

in: Dayton, Ohio 
in: 

in: Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 

in: Dayton, Ohio 
in: 

in: Jackson, Mississippi 

in:DaytonOhio
in: Tampa, Florida

in: Dayton, Ohio 
in: 

in: Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Dayton, Ohio 

Resources: Lee Hilgeford, Dayton, Ohio. 
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Columbus, Ohio

Calvary Cemetery

Buried:  Orange Hill Cemetery in Tampa, Florida

in: Dayton, Ohio

, Dayton, Ohio



Husband: Jacobus Trivericus (Fred) Hilgeford

Born 1: January 25, 1873

June 5, 1943Died
Burial
Father:

Mother;
Johann Clemens Hilgefort
Maria Poeppleman
Other Spouses:

m:

in: Ft. Loramie

m:

in: St. Martin Cemetery, Shelby Co. Ohio

Wife: Katherme Bernadine Drees

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Father:

Mother:

May 17, 1878
October 16, 1933

Johann Michael Drees
Mary Gertrude Beming
Other Spouses:

m:

m:

in: St. Martin Cemetery, Shelby Co. Ohio

CHILDREN

1

2

3

4

5

6

Name: Lee John Hilgeford
Born: September 01, 1898
Died: August 2, 1985

Burial:
Married: June 21, 1923
Spouse: Ahna Mcfay Leeper

Name: Ursela Hilgeford
Born: May 13, 1900
Died: December 1, 1967 -

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: J. Wilbur Connaughton

Married:
Spouse: Charles Pryor

Name: Juluis John Hilgeford
Born: July 16, 1903
Died: January 1974

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Ruby Helen Prescot

Name: Lawrence B. Hilgeford

Born: August 09, 1904
Died: Februarys, 1955

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Emereda I. Alexander

Name: Crescentia Josephine Hilgeford
Born: June 27, 1913
Died: April 12, 1969

Burial:
Married: June 27, 1935

in: Ft. Loramie, Ohio

in: Tipp City, Ohio
in: Calvery Cemetery, Dayon, Ohio

m:

m:

m:

in: Cavary Cemetery, Dayton, Ohio

m:

m:

m:

in: Dayton, Ohio
in: Calvary Cemetery, Dayton, Ohio

m:

m:

m:

in: Calvery Cemetery, Day on, Ohio

m:

m:

m:

in: Calvery Cemetery, Dayon, Ohio

m:

Spouse: Aloysius Joseph Heidenreich (Ollie)

Name: Clarence (Peter) Hilgeford
Born: January 19, 1917
Died: September 1986

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Charlotte

Resources: St. Michaels Catholic

Dayton Daily Ne^vs

m:

in: Washington (state)
in: Arlington Cemetery, Washington, D.C.

m:

Church Records. Ft. Loramie, Ohio.

Calvary Cemetery Records. Dayton, Ohio

The Minister Post

Charmaine Talbot

Provonche

Dwight Hilgeford



Husband: Johan Theodore aka.Dietrich Hilgefort

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Born: August 21, 1792
Married: October 24, 1830

Died: February 28, 1850
Burial:
Father: Gerhard Heinrich Hilgefort

Mother: Anna Gertrud Staggenborg
Other Spouses:

Wife: Margaretha Elisabeth Barhorst

Born: November 03, 1800
Died: February 10, 1864

Burial:
Father: Tobias Barhorst

Mother: Maria Elisabeth Wehebrink
Other Spouses:

CHILDREN

Name: Johann Clemens Hilgefort
Born: November 23, 1835
Died: December 18, 1893

Burial:
Married: June 03, 1859
Spouse: Maria Poeppleman

Name: Johan Dink Hilgefort
Born: August 06, 1832

Married:
Died: August 9, 1832

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Johan Henrich Hilgefort
Born: April 17, 1834
Died: November 17, 1916

Burial:
Married:

Spouse: Mary Meyer

Name: Elisabeth Hilgefort
Born: November 08, 1837
Died:

Burial:
Married: January 12, 1858
Spouse: John Willman

Name: Joseph Hilgefort
Born: October 05, 1839
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Catherine

Name: Bemadina Hilgefort
Born: May 12, 1842

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Bemadina Margartha Hilgefort
Born: September 18, 1844

Married:
Died:

Burial:

in: Oldenburg, Germany
in: St. Catharma, Dinklage,01denburg, Germany
m: Minister,0hio

in: 01denburg,Germany
m: Minister, Ohio

in: Germany

in: Minister
m: St. Michael Cemetery,Ft. Loramie, Ohio

in: Ft. Loramie, Ohio

m:

m:

m:

m: Dinklage, Germany

in: Ft. Loramie

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Resources: St Michaels Catholic Church Records. Ft Loramie, Ohio.

Sankt Catharina Vital Records. Dinklage, Germany.

Catherine Wolken. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
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Husband: Johann Clemens Hilgefort 

Born: November 23, 1835 'in: Germany 
Married: June 03, 1859 in: Ft. Loramie, Ohio 

Died: December 18, 1893 in: Minister 
Burial: in: St. Michael Cemetery ,Ft. Loramie, Ohio 
Father: Johan Theodore aka.Dietrich Hilgefort 

· Mother: Margaretha Elisabeth Barhorst
Other Spouses: 

Wife: Maria Poeppleman 

Born: July 24, 1843 
Died: May 5, 1910 

· Burial:
Father: Johan Henry Poeppelmann

Mother: Catherine Maria Baumer
Other Spouses: 

CHILDREN 

Name: Heinrich Hilgeford 
Born: September 21, 1861 

Mairied: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Catharina Maria Hilgeford 
Born: September 13, 1863 
Died: 

Burial: 
Manied: 
Spouse: Frank Broerman 

Name: Johaimes Bemardus Hilgeford 
Born: April 20, 1865 

Manied: 
Died: January 3, 1868 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Joseph Hilgeford 
Born: February 05, 1867 
Died: 

Burial: 
Manied: 
Spouse: Mary Schworer 

Name: Gertrud Catharina Hilgeford 
Born: November 29, 1868 
Died: 

Burial: 
Manied: 
Spouse: John Seger 

Name: Josephina M. Hilgefort 
Born: December 06, 1870 
Died: November 1, 1949 

Burial: 
Manied: 
Spouse: Theodore A. Berning 

Name: Jacob Trivericus (Fred) Hilgeford 

in: 
in: 
in: St. Michael Cemetery, Ft.Loramie, Ohio 

in: 
in: 
in: 

m: 
m: 

m: 

m: 
m: 
in: 

m: 
in: 

m: 

in: 
in: 

in: 

in: 
in: 
in: Sacred Heart Cemetery 
in: 

Born: January 25, 1873 in: Ft. Loramie,Ohio 
Died: June 5, 1943 
Burial: at: St Martins Cemetery, Shelby Co., Ohio 

95 



8 

M 

9 

M 

10 

M 

11 

M 

12 

F 

13 

F 

Name: Johannes Clemens Hilgeford 
Born: October 26, 1874 

Married: 
Died: 

Burial: 
Spouse: 

Name: Bernardus Hilgeford 
Born: March 19, 1877 
Died: November 19, 1940 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Amelia Drees 

Name: Franzisens Heinrich Hilgeford 
Born: August 24, 1880 
Died: March 17, 1966 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Florence Keifer 

Name: August Clemens Hilgeford 
Born: January 17, 1883 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Rose Drees 

Name: Frances Bernadine Hilgeford 
Born: August 24, 1880 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Henry Borchers 

Name: Rose Benadine Hilgeford 
Born: January 29, 1882 
Died: 

Burial: 
Married: 
Spouse: Henry Hoelscher 

in: 
in: 
m: 

in: 
m: 

in: 

in: 
in: 
in: St. Michael Cemetery, Ft.Loramie, Ohio 
m: 

in: 
in: 

in: 

in: 
m: 

m: 

in: 
m: 

in: 

Resources: St. Michaels Catholic Church Records. Ft. Loramie, Ohio. 
Sankt Catherina Vital Records. Dinklage, Germany. 
Lee Hilgeford 
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Husband: Johan Henry Poeppelmann

Born:
Married;

Died:
Burial:
Father:

Mother:

June 25, 1806
November 08, 1836
Decembers, 1889

Johan Henry Poeppehnann
Maria Adelheid Arkenberg
Other Spouses:

in: Damme, Oldenburg, Germany

in: Damme, Oldenburg, Germany

in: Egypt, Ohio
in: St. Joseph Cemetery, Egypt, Ohio

Wife: Catherine Maria Baumer

Born: July 23, 1814
Died: August 11, 1884

Burial:
Father: Jacob Baumer

Mother: Margaret Angela Pohlschneider
Other Spouses:

in: Damme, Oldenburg, Germany

m: Egypt, Ohio
in: St. Joseph Cemetery, Egypt, Ohio

CHILDREN

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Name: Joharm Heinrich Poeppleman
Born: January 16, 1839
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Elizabeth Kenkel

Name: Franz Hemrich Poeppleman

Born: November 29, 1840
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: Bernard Poeppleman

Born: September 25, 1845
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Elizabeth Dressman

Name: Clemens Poeppleman

Born: November 18, 1847
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: BemadmeBeming

Name: Maria Poeppleman
Born: July 24, 1843
Died: May 5, 1910

Burial:
Married: June 03, 1859
Spouse: Johann Clemens Hilgefort

Name: Jacob Friedrich Poeppleman
Born: February 25, 1850
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Bemadme Spoltman

Name: Josephine Poeppleman
Born: April 07, 1852
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Bernard Drees

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Resources:

Minster, Ohio (Egypt)

Minster,0hio (Egypt)

Minster, Ohio (Egypt)

St. Michael Cemetery, Ft.Loramie, Ohio

Ft. Loramie, Ohio

Minister (Egypt)

Minster, Ohio (Egypt)

St Joseph Cemetery Records. Egypt, Ohio.

St. Augustine Catholic Church Records. Minster, Ohio.

David Anthony Hoying, Minster, Ohio.

Rita Hoying, Minster, Ohio.



Husband: Johan Henry Poeppelmann

Born:
Died: Decembers, 1889

Burial:
Father: Johann Heinrich Poeppleman

Mother: Maria Adelheid Arkenberg
Other Spouses:

m:

m: Egypt, Ohio
in: St. Joseph Cemetery, Egypt, Ohio

Wife: Maria Adelheid Arkenberg

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Father: Bernard Arkenberg

Mother: Anan Maria Macke
Other Spouses:

m:

m:

CHILDREN

]

2

3

4

5

6

7

Name:

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse:

Name:

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse:

Name:

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse:

Name:

Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name:

Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name:

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name:

Rom:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Johan Henry Poeppelmami
June 25, 1806
Decembers, 1889

November 08, 1836
Catherine Maria Baumer

m:

m:

m:

m:

Anna Marie Poeppehnann (Maria Anna)
February 26, 1821

July 29, 1844
Bernard Schmiesing

Mary Elizabeth Poeppehnaim
January 31, 1823

May 18, 1843
John Bernard Baumer

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Damme, Oldenburg, Germany

Egypt, Ohio
St. Joseph Cemetery, Egypt, Ohio
Damme, Oldenburg, Germany

Damme, Germany

St. Augustine Church, Minister, Ohio

Damme, Germany

Damme, Germany

Resources: Rita Hoying, Minister, Ohio
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Descendants of Jacobus Trivericus (Fred) Bilge.ford 

1 Jacobus Trivericus (Fred) Hilgeford 1873 - 1943 
__ +Katherine Bernadine Drees 1878 - 1933 
........ 2 Lee John Hilgeford 1898 - 1985 
............ +Alma Mcfay Leeper 1904 - 1986 
........ , .......... 3 Dwight Lee Hilgeford 1929 -

+Adele Marie McGilvery 1930 -
4 Christine Ann Hilgeford 1951 -

+Lawrence Sam Connor 1950 -
5 Lauren Adele Connor 1984 -

___ .. 5 Shane Patrick Connor 1986 -
.... 5 Colin Michael Connor 1993 -

4 William Michael Hilgeford 1952 - 1970 
4 Eric Dwight Hilgcford 1955 -

.. ... 4 Patrick Joesph Hilgeford 1963 -
... .. ............... ...... . +Karen Ann Bell 1967 -

5 Kora Lee Hilgeford 1992 -
............... 5 Josie Lynn Hilgeford 1996 -

4 Michael Jon !Iilgeford 1969 -
..... .......... 3 Elizabeth Jean Hilgeford 1924 -

................ +David Madison Gough 
4 Rebecca Gough 1944 -
4 John Daniel Gough 1947 -
4 Michael Gough 1950 -
4 Anthony Gough 1961 -
4 Julie Gough 1963 -

................ 3 Thomas Hilgeford 1932 -
+Elizabeth Miller 

4 Thomas Hilgeford 1955 -
4 Mathew Hilgeford 1956 -

......................... 4 Lee Hilgeford 1957 - 1991 
4 Mark Hilgeford 1962 -

3 Geraldine Ruth Hilgeford 1936 -
+Wilbur Rowe 1936 - 2004 

4 Leslye Ann Rowe 1959 -
+Guy Anthony Welbaum 1956 -

5 Lucy LesAnn Welbaum 1990 -
5 Travis Welbaum I 993 -

.... *2nd Husband ofLeslye Ann Rowe: 
+Brent Barringer 1954 -

. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . 4 Lisa Marie Rowe 1961 -
+Gene Chiles 

5 Jason Chiles 1978 -
*2nd Husband of Lisa Marie Rowe: 

...... +Gerald Walter Brooks 1950 -
4 Linda Lee Rowe 1961 -

+William Benjamin Kunz 1947 -
4 Lorrie Jean Rowe 1962 -

+Gary Alan Parker 1953 -
5 Cheyenne Jean Parker 1998 -
5 Lakota Rowe Parker 2003 -

2 Urse!a Hilgeford 1900 - 1967 
+ J. Wilbur Connaughton 1890 - 1943 

3 Patrick Connaughton 1924 -
3 Richard F. Connaughton 1927 -

*2nd Husband ofUrsela Hilgeford: 
+Cliarles Pryor 1907 - 1991 

2 Juluis John Hilgeford 1903 - 1974 
+Ruby Helen Prcscot 1904 - 1995 

3 Charmaine Hilgeford 1930 -
+William John Talbot 1930 -

....... 4 Jayne Ann Talbot 1955 -
+W. Howard Anderson 

5 Mathew David Anderson 1980 -
5 Lindsay Ruth Anderson 1982 -
5 Elizabeth Jo Anderson 1984 -

.. ... . .. ..... 4 John Joseph Talbot 1956 -
. . .. .. . +Gretchen Sasser 

5 Brittany Rae Talbot 1981 -
.... ................ ............... 5 Nicholas John Talbot 1984 -

................................ 5 Benjamin Neal Talbot 1987 -
4 James Donald Talbot 1958 -

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . +Patty O'Reilly 

...................................... 5 Max Talbot 1991 -
5 Jack William Talbot 1993 -
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Michael Jon Hilgeford
+ Bridget Seall

+ Teddi Naegele

       5 Kora Lee Hilgeford
6Noland Patrick Hilgeford    
6 Paxton Gerard Combs  

5 Lauren Adele Connor 
  6 Tristan Micah Connor
  6 Adele Cristiana Connor

       5 Wyatt William Hilgeford     
5 Scarlett Rose Hilgeford
5 Dwight Michael Hilgeford

  



........................................ 5 Joseph Talbot 1994 -

............................... ........ 5 Megan Marie Talbot 1999 -

............................. 4 Mary Jean Talbot 1962 -

................................. +Tim Irwin 

........................................ 5 Abigail Ai-Fen Irwin 2003 -

........ 2 Lawrence Bernard Hilgeford 1904 -1955 

............ +Emereda Irene Alexander 1905 - 1998 

. . . . .. . . . . . .. . ... .. 3 Carolyn Hilgeford 

................... 3 Paul Hilgeford 1931 - 1993 

....................... +Vivian 

................... *2nd Wife of Paul Hilgeford: 

....................... +Barbara Jean Fulks 1929-1989 

............................. 4 John David Hilgeford 1951 -

.. .. .. ... .. . .. . . .. . ... .. . . . .. . . .. +Sandra Jo DeLong 1951 -

............................. *2nd Wife of John David Hilgeford: 

................................. +Cathy June Day 1955 -

............................. 4 Paul Joesph Hilgeford 1956 -

................................. +Sheila Dianne Stringfield 1953 -

...... .................................. 5 Nicole Jean Hilgeford 1980 -

....... ... . . . . ... . . . . ................... 5 Brynn Faith Hilgeford 2003 -

............................. 4 Timothy Lawrence Hilgeford 1958 -

.............................. ... + Terrell Martha Partridge 1958 -

................... 3 Marilyn Louise Hilgeford 1938 -

....................... +Edward Victor Fischer 1936 -

............................. 4 Cynthia Louise Fischer 1960 -

................................. +Steven Eugene Gibson 1959 -

........................................ 5 Kyle Motega Gibson 1995 -

........................................ 5 Kody Ryan Gibson 1997 -

.. ........................... 4 Christina Maria Fischer 1961 -
. . . ........ ... . . . . . ... . . .. .. .. . . . +Steven Jaye Harshbarger 1960 -
.. . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . .. . .. .. . . 5 Michelle Devon Harshbarger 1986 -
........................................ 5 Benjamin Steven Harshbarger 1988 -
............................. 4 Theresa Lynn Fischer 1962 - 1993 
............................. 4 William Edward Fischer 1964 -
................................. +Paggy Sue Weaver 1965 -
........................................ 5 Lauren Nicole Fischer 1987 - 1987 
........................................ 5 Candice Marie Fischer 1988 -
............................ *2nd Wife of William Edward Fischer: 
................................. +Shelley Mae Coots 1966 -
........................................ 5 Kelley Rene Coots 1986 -
........................................ 5 Kristen Nicole Fischer 1992 -1992 
.. . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . 5 Karley Brianna Fischer 1993 -
............................. 4 Steven Michael Fischer 1965 -
................................. +Cynthia Lynn Roberts 1968 -
.............................. .... ...... 5 Glen Steven Fischer 2002 -
............................. 4 Janelle Sue Fischer 1970 -
............................... +William Sean Friel 
. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . ... . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 Erin Theresa Friel 2000 -

. .. ....... .... .... 5 William Ireland Friel 2004 -
............................. 4 James Victor Fischer 1975 -
.............................. +Pamela Marie Schneider 1974 -
......... ..... ................ .......... 5 Brooke Marie Fischer 2002 -
................... 3 Donald Lawrence Hilgeford 1934 -
.................. +Madonna Mae Mader 1936 -
............................. 4 Dennis Lee Hilgeford 1958 -
............................. 4 Denise Ann Hilgeford 1959 -
................................. +Mathew Michael Moran 1958 -
. . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . ... . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 Dannah Marie Moran 1977 -
........................................ 5 Mathew Michael Moran 1982 -
........................................ 5 Stefanie Lynn Moran 1983 -1989 
............................. 4 Dina Sue Hilgeford 1960 -
................................. +Daniel Patrick Byrnes 1952 -
. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . 5 Casey Ann Byrnes 1993 -
. . . . . . .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . 5 Maggie Leigh Byrnes 1995 -
. .. . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . ... ... .. . 5 Jack Daniel Byrnes 2000 -
............................. 4 Darla Jean Hilgeford 1960 -
................................. +Michael Joseph Donohue 1958 -
........................................ 5 Michael Joseph Donohue 1985 -
........................................ 5 Sean Andrew Donohue 1990 -
...... ........ .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 Molly Leigh Donohue 1999 -
............................. 4 Devon Marie Hilgeford 1962 -
................................. +Clifford (Cliff) Kenneth Madsen 1961 -
. .. .. . . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . . 4 Drew Allen Hilgeford 1971 -
................................. +Mindy Elizabeth Stelzer 1975 -
. . .. . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 Alexander Thomas Hilgeford 2002 -
........................................ 5 Eric Allen Hilgeford 2003 -
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. . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . . . 3 James Bernard Hilgeford 193 7 -

. . ... . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . +Celia Smith 1941 -

............................. 4 Rachael Ann Hilgeford 1962 -

. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . 4 Lawrence Cecil Hilgeford 1966 -

................................. +Tammy Lee Davis 1969 -

........................................ 5 Bailey James Hilgeford 1994 -
........................................ 5 Ashley Louise Hilgeford 1991 -
................... 3 Carolyn Susan Hilgeford 1938 - 1938 
. . . . . . . . 2 Crescenti a Josephine Hilgeford 1913 - 1969 
............ +Aloysius Joseph Heidenreich (Ollie) 1909 - 1994 
................... 3 Robert Heidenreich 1936 -
....................... +Madonna Sue Fairchild 1940 -
.. . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. 4 Christopher Dill an Heidenreich I 965 -
. . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. ... .... .... .. 4 Gretchen Lee Heidenreich I 969 -
........................... .. 4 Eric Joseph Heidenreich 1970 -
............................. 4 Craig Robert Heidenreich 1972 -
.. .. . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 Gabrielle Heidenreich 1977 -
................... 3 William Heidenreich 1939 -
....................... +Mary Ann King 1939 -
.. . ... . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . . 4 Greg Heidenreich 1960 -
............................ 4 Mary Jo Heidenreich 1962 -
............................. 4 Arny Beth Heidenreich 1966 -
.. . . ..... . . . . . .. . . . 4 Mathew Doyle Heidenreich 1969 -
................... 3 Sharon Heidenreich 

+William Fitzpatrick
... ... 4 William Fitzpatrick

....................... +DougFew 
......................... 4 TonyFew 

.................... 4 Karen Few 
2 Clarence (Peter) Hilgeford I 917 - 1986 

+Charlotte 1918 - 1997
. . . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . 3 Peter Hilgeford 
. .. .. ... . . .. .. . . . . . 3 Anna Hilgeford 
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Family Tree for Alma Hilgeford 
5 Generations 

John Smith 

Gratia Wentworth 
Jan 1, 1802-77yrs7m7d 
Carl Walbaum 
Feb 14, 1754 Germany~ 

William Leeper 
· b:Pennsy1vania 

Mary 
b: Maryland 

Lorenzo D. Hughes 
d.Mar3, 1879 

Electa Smith 
Mar27, l 824-Feb2 l, 1879 

Christian Wellbaum 

Mary Magadalena Kniesly 1798 Penn.-Janl9,1880 
1758 Penn-1820 

Alexander Brown 

Sarah Benson 

John Coate 

Suanne Brock 

· Sarah Friend 

James Brown 

Sarah Coate 
1801-Mar 25, 1885 

Cephus Leeper 
1835-Mar 15, 1900 

Samantha Hughes 
1845-Jan12,1916 

Christian Welbaum II 
May 26, 1842-Feb.26, 1938 

Sarah Brown 
Apr6,1840-Apr 18, 1914 

William Leeper 
Oct 18, 1865-Sept 8, 1948 

Rebecca Welbaum 
Dec. l 9- l 866~May20, 1934 

Alma MacFoy Leeper 
Mar 8, 1904-July'.22, f 986 
mother of Dwight Hilgeford 

REFERENCES: 
Brock(Old)Cemetery,York TTwp. 
Tricker Cemetery, MonroeAdams Ind. 
US lntercoastal Marr. Records 
Civil War Records. Ohio Death Index 
SS Death Index. Versialles Policy. 
Marriage Cert. Montgomery Cty. Ohic io. 
Tombstone Images. Obituaries. 
Segelhorst Evangelical Church, 
Claramae Wellbaum. Burial Cards. 



   Individual  Biographies
&

          Documents
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She returned to thoughts of her youth ..... 

j 
h th r were made from old rants. comforters by ,er mo .. e , 



--·--·, 

As a child Alma took baths once a week as was the 
custom. Other mornings she remembered her father 
cracking ice from the basin so the family could wash. 

Alma's family never had a Christmas tree because 
of religious beliefs. Her first Easter basket was 
given to her by a neighbor over the fence. 
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During the years Alma dated, transportation was 

usually by wagon or sleigh. She often told of the night 

when she, her date, and another couple were rushing home. 

The horse was pulling the sleigh very fast through the 

snow and an accident occurred. Alma's lip bled but 

there were no major injuries, ,althoq_gh they .,were 

frightened. All decided never to tell their parents. 

Alma's first date with the red haired Lee Hilgeford 

was a double date with his sister, Cincy and a friend. 

They drove to Cincinnati to pick up a load of watermelons 

for Lee's grocery in Osgood. Their love grew and soon 

they eloped which was against her parents wishes. It 

was on the way home from their honeymoon that they passed 

her parents on the road. A scared Alma and Lee stopped 

their car and were surprised when Bill Leeper asked them 

to visit. This visit turned out to be a warm welcome 

for Lee into the family. 
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The Depression years were very hard. Lee came down 

with pneumonia and was gravely ill. Nurses were hired 

so that Alma could run their used car business. People 

could not keep up with payments and brought cars back. 

Alma remembered borrowing $250, with just her signature, 

from a bank to keep the business going. Her parents gave 

them lard, bacon, and soap when they could. During this 

time Alma would make Depression plants from coal to sit 

on her table. When she and her friends would play cards, 

old cards were cut up and used as chips. 

., 
l 

Piece of coal 

6 tab. of salt 

6 tab. of warm water 

1 tab. of ammonia 

6 tab. of bluing 

DEPRESSION PLANT 

drops of Mercurochrome 

Place coal in a fish bowl. Mix salt, warm water, 

ammonia, and bluing. Pour over coal. Add a few 

drops of Mercurochrome or colored ink after the 

plant begins growing. Can last four weeks, 

ii 
f Made in German,; 
'- ----------· ----·· 

The hack of an laAten cand /hom ALma. Reclplent unknown. 
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Mac, as Alma was called as an adult, enjoyed 

her place in the business world and worked long hours 

beside Lee. At Lee Hilgeford Auto Sales, she ran the 

parts department and did title work. During regional 

meetings for Chrysler the opening address was always 

started, "Gentlemen and Mrs. Hilgeford." 

Company picnics were held at Mac and Lee's 

West Milton farm. There friends and employees played 

baseball and horseshoes. They also enjoyed Mac's home 

cooking, as she returned to the kitchen to bake hams, 

make stew, or fry at least eighteen chickens! 

After her retirement, Mac opened a gift shop in an 

extra room of the grand old barn at the Hilgeford home 

on Belfontaine Road. Christmas wreaths and arrangements 

of wood, figurines, and greenery which she made were 

sold. Through her shop she supplied Hummel figures to 

such stores as Rikes, a Dayton department store. 
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Grandchildren affectionately called Mac, Mammy; 

and they and other family members were the greatest 

beneficiaries of her talent. Mammy croceted blankets 

and hats for the babies and comforters 

the adults. Granddaughters received 

patchwork pillows and potholders. 

Dresses were made for the younger girls. 

At Christmas her tree was full of 

homemade ornaments. Mammy had 

special 

socks. 

all were her china dolls. Much 

like the doll she played with as a 

child, Mammy sent for the china heads, arms, and feet. 

She sewed up the bodies and daughters, daughters-in-law, 

and granddaughters all chose a fabric for their doll's 

dress. In all Mammy finished fifteen babies and all 

were cherished. 

During Christmas Mammy decorated the stairway of 

her home with choir boy dolls. She had sewed each 

outfit and positioned their hands to hold small books 

she had made. They led up each stair to the large 

manger scene at the top. Certainly breathtaking for 

all who entered the front door. 
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Mammy was a member of the Dayton Business Women's 

Noon Time Club for years. They met at the Van Cleve 

Hotel for lunch and were involved in special projects. 

Gifts may have been sent to the Dayton Poor House or 

Correctional Facility or beauty operators sent to style 

the poor women's hair. A Christmas party was held 

every year and Mammy always made the table decorations. 

Children and grandchildren were a source of pride 

for Mammy. She tried to help whenever possible. On one 

occasion Mammy was helping daughter, Jerry, take her twins, 

Lisa and Linda to the doctor. She was holding Lisa when 

she missed a step and fell. Mammy protected the baby from 

harm but her knee was broken and would be a problem for 

the rest of her life. 

No matter where Mammy and Daddy Lee lived there was 

a swimming pool for their family to use. It was a fun 

gathering place and sometimes Mammy would make ice creme. 

One time the ice creme tasted different, but Mammy said 

it was a new flavor called "Burnt Almond". The grand-

children did not understand but 

immediately the adults started 

teasing Mammy. Her children re

membered the winter she had made and 

and stored ice creme in the freezer. 

All winter they ate the ice creme 

but made it clear Burnt Almond was 

not their favorite flavor. It was 

finally learned that Burnt Almond 

ice creme was actually ice creme that had been burned 

during its making! Here Mammy had tried to cover her 

mistake and was trying it again with all her grandchildren! 
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Even before the cottage on Clear Lake in Three 

Rivers, Michigan had been purchased, Mammy enjoyed 

fishing. It was probably an, interest she picked up from 

her father. At Clear Lake the fish were abundant and 

fish frys so good! There wasn't 

a telephone in the cottage so 

time spent there was very re

laxing. Mammy would cast off 

the end of the pier and on one 

evening' she hooked what she had 

been waiting for, at least 

an eight pound bass! She had 

it stuffed and hung it above 

the mantle at home. Mammy 

fflamm!I- made th i..JJ. 1 

Lutte /ttom a 

cLotheJJ.pi..n and 

9-oLd, tted, and 

6Lack pai..nt. 

did catch a bigger fish though, on a trip to Florida 

with son, Dwight, and grandson, Patrick. While deep sea 

fishing off the coast of Ft. Myers Beach, she brought in 

a grouper which was close to 300 pounds! 

Mammy and Daddy Lee vacationed in Florida every 

winter. They eventually bought a home and motel on 

Ft. Myers Beach. Their children and families visited 

every year� More excitment was to come to Mammy's 

life during her vacations there. At seventy-seven years 

of age she took her first motorcycle ride with son Tom. 

Many Sunday evenings were spent dancing at a local 

resturant where a bluegrass band played. Mammy always 

fixed her hair and put on lip stick. Family members 

kept her dancing and all their antics kept them all 

laughing. Her sore leg would take days to recuperate. 
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Another adventure brought Mammy to the shores 

of the deserted Black Island where Dwight had decided 

to take the family shelling. The tide was low and 

everyone had to wade or swim to get there. Mammy 

wasn't a swimmer and didn't like the idea but there was 

no choice when Dwight started tying a rope around her. 

He pulled her through the deep parts and she laughed 

and hollered the entire way! Another time Dwight and 

Mammy waded out in the gulf to see Pat and his friends 

who were in a speed boat called the Black Jack. 

Suddenly Dwight lifted her up to Pat and off they sped 

with Mammy yelling in the back seat! 

Mammy accompanied Dwight on a business trip to 

Colorado while he was on crutches after breaking his hip. 

She helped travel to his different ranches and they stayed 

in a log cabin on the Keyah Grande. When a torrential 

rain started they knew a flash flood was possible so 

Mammy drove the Jeep through the darkness out of the 

mountains over rough, steep terrain and slippery roads 

to safety. She was seventy-two _years old. 

A cop� o/ a napkLn 

/�om the ceLe6�atLon. 

Mac and Lee's children held 

a special reception in honor of 

their parents 50th Anniversary. 

Family and friends gathered to 

celebrate. They dined, danced 

and reminisced. The hall was 

decorated with large gold number 

· fifties and poster size pictures

of Mac and Lee's wedding, romance,

and life together. Mac wore a

full length light blue gown and

was radiant.
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Lavender was Mammy's favorite color and she filled 

her homes and life with it. She had a beautiful laugh 

and always, a twinkle in her eyew Prayers, proverbs, and 

magazine clippings were taped everywhere but usually on 

mirrors and the refrigerator. The messages were always 

clear, love and friendship. 

Always loving and sympathetic, Mammy had been 

mother to four children, eighteen grandchildren, and 

eleven great-grandchildren. In July of 1982, at the age 

of seventy-eight, Mammy suffered a major stroke which 

left her partially paralized. She was brought home to 

Lee and cared for by many. During her last years she 

enjoyed watching the Grand 01' Opry on television and 

being taken out for visits in her wheelchair. 

Alma McFay Hilgeford was born March 8, 1904 and 

passed away on July 19, 1986. Her parents were William 

and Rebecca Leeper. She is buried beside Lee at Calvery 

Cemetery in Dayton, Ohio. 

Let lfOltr fanh in

_>---LOVE 
never waver. 

Amt suffmng �OU 

are rnllca 1o licar 
is onhf a sit!" 

1ha1 
lfOU are btin3 1ovta_ 

even mm 1han Mort_. 

--�-----------

ECCl£51�S HS. CH. J 

';' ;,_i:ff.there--i�1tlght in·_;;:�:?:��:_:v·H; be beauty.in · the person. If there is beauty in the peison. there 
will he harmony in the home, If there is harmony in 
the home, there will be order in the nation. If there i, 

., : - �order in -the ,.\ialion,-there-wilLbe peace_ in the world. 
1i·: ::·r-

4 
,. , ' 

. 
,! 

! ·" Chinese proverb .. - . ,! 
,- . . -� ..... ,..... . -·=-·=::----.-.' 

Alma #Llie/ond. OwLiht #Llie/ond
1 

�on. 

qenaldLne nowe
1 

dauihten. 

ChnL�tLne #Llie/ond Connon
1

inanddauihten. 
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We all loved Mammy's Cry Baby Cookies, which she made with coffee!
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A short, heavy man with white hair, Bill Leeper 

always had a cigar in his mouth. He and his wife, 

Rebecca, spent the early years of their marriage farm

ing and raising a family of three: Sherman, Emery, and 

Alma. 

WM. LEEPER 

FRESH and SMOKED MEATS 
, · 

BOLOGNA A SPECIALlY 

OSGOOD, OHIO, 

-� . 

j . 191.. _ J

lettenhead /nom the 6utchen �hop �tatLonen�. 

When they later moved to Osgood, Ohio, Bill ran a 

butcher shop. There he slaughtered and smoked all of 

his own meats, offering a slice of his fine bologna to 

anyone who came into his store. It was customary for 

Bill and Alma to make deliveries on Saturday mornings. 

After throwing an oil cloth on the bottom of the 

huckster wagon he would spread out all of his meats. 

Alma would ring the bell at each farm house and the 

women would come out and make their choices. The meat 

was then weighed on a scale hanging from a hook on the 

wagon. During the long rides Bill and A,lma would snack 

on finely chopped raw steak and onions spread over 

crackers. They both enjoyed singing, Bill's favorite 

went something like this: "I'm as happy as the flowers 

in May. And I'll love you in the same old way." 
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Considered a good cook, one morning after frying 

pork chops Bill decided to make gravy. Spying the 

flour sack on the porch he added flour and milk to the 

skillet. It started foaming instantly, Bill was in 

shock. Becky's one comment when she returned home was, 

"My lord, that was the lye I got to put around the 

flowers!" 

If Bill had someplace important to go, the pre

ceding night he would bathe, shave, and put on a shirt 

and celluliod collar. After a good nights sleep he 

could be ready to leave in record time, only having to 

wash his face and comb his hair! .Leaving was another 

production. After loading 

the family in the Ford 

Touring Car he would inevita

bly check all the spark plugs. 

This often irritated Becky ... 

Bill always. claimed he was part Indian either 

because of the shape of his nose or because he believed 

Anni.e 

his rib cage to be different. Pool 

and fishing were two great pastimes. 

He also enjoyed hunting mushrooms 

in the spring. Bill went to grade 

school with Annie Oakly and said he 

knew her and Frank Butler, her hus

band and fellow sharpshooter, very 

well. He always remembered walking 

with her to school. 

Continued ... 

Re4ounc�d: Alma Hi.Lie/and, dauihten. Ruth l eep en, 

dauihten-i.n-Law. man1 lLLen Kannehm, 

inanddauihten. leepen Fami.L� Bi.6Le. 
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After Becky passed away, 

Bill quickly gave away all their 

possessions and moved to Piqua, 

Ohio, to live with Emery and his 

wife Ruth. He had always been 

proud of Emery's baseball play-

ing. Emery had played on an 

Osgood team and also for a time 

at the Cincinnati Reds training 

camp. Bill spent his later 

playing pool and lis

tening to baseball games on 

the radio. He was also 

known to have a couple of 

girlfriends ... He died in� 

1948 and is buried at 

-� Yorkshire Cemetery in

Darke County, Ohio.

x-

W:ILLIAM LEEPER/ 82 
DIES HERE TODAY 
. Fun�ral arraµgements are beil').g 

completed for William Leeper, 82, 
who·died at 5:35 a4m. today at his 
home 600 College street after an 
illn,ess of several weeks, . 
: He· came here to live with his 

son and his family 14 years ago frlclm 
C5sgcied; Darke county, where :fer 14 
;y:ea� he owned and operated a meat 
market. 
· A son of Cephus and Samanth'a 

t,eeper, he wii,s married tel Rebecca 
Wellbaum, Feburary 7, 1889. She 
·preceded him in death .in May, 1�34l 
· He is survived by a son E!llery, 
Piqua; a· daughter, Mrs. Lee Hilge-. 
foi:'d (Alma) of Dayton; · seven 
gr11,ndchildren, William Jr., Dona:ld, 
Ma/:'Y Ellen, all. of Piqua; Betty, 
Dwight, Geraldine and· Tommy of 
D_aytori; five great-grandchildren; . 
i:me ·sister, ·Mrs. Ella McFarland of 
Covington; 

· · · 
· :A. son, Sherman· preceded him in 

de!1,th in 1921. 

Bill was born on 

October 18, 1865. 

It seemed the Leeper family was always in the newspaper 

Bill made it in the Versailles Policy again on May 22,1902. 

The article appeared as below: 

William Leeper, of this place, has on exhibition 

quite a freak in nature in the form of a chick; it has four 

wings and four legs; two wings are in the right place while 

the other two are a little lower down and farther back. 

Two of the legs are also at the proper place while the other 

two are a little farther back on the body. All four legs and 

wings are fully developed and the chick in other ways is of 

ordinary size and shape and is doing well. 
.. 

x_· __________________ ·'.X

It should be noted that Emery was a very creative 

entrepreneur. Once selling apples with his intials 

on them. (He put tape on them before they were ripe!) 

And famous for his mouse circus which he built and 

trained himself. Appearing in many department stores. 
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For a tiny woman, Becky was hard working, had a great 

deal of willpower, and was quite resourceful. She made 

comforters from old pants and for mattresses would sew 

fabric together and stuff the finished product with straw 

or feathers. 

Becky belonged to the Osgood Christian Church and was 

baptized in Mill Creek Stream just north of Osgood. Her 

black hair and eyes showed her gentleness, she was always 

taking people who needed help into her home. Oddly, a tramp 

she had once took in sent her leather gloves and a woven 

gold belt with rubies! She also raised Baby Gladys, her 

unwed sister Ester's child until the baby died ... 

Selling eggs for extra money Becky would often save 

quarters in a metal pipe which was hidden in a closet under 

the stairs. Once when husband, Bill, decided to clean the 

closet; he hauled everything away on a spring wagon. 

Becky realizing what had happened made Bill take her to the 

junk immediately. She finally found the quarters which she 

used to pay the taxes for the year. 

r-
---------�----- -----------------· 
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In early spring Becky would take daughter, Alma, 

to find dandelions near the railroad. When she had 

enough, she would then cook them in a large iron pot 

with bacon. On one occasion she left the pot cooking 

on the old wood stove. Bill came in briefly to use the 

telephone and set his cigar above the stove on the 

warming closet. When Becky came back she was aghast 

at seeing a big brown form floating in her dandelions! 

It's obvious what she thought she had also picked up 

in the fields! 

In the evenings, Becky would read Wild West, a 

popular magazine about a cowboy, and eat a peeled apple 

while sitting next to the fire. 

Becky died of a ruptured appendix in 1934. She is 

buried at Yorkshire Cemetery, Patterson Township, Darke 

County, Ohio. 

,:��f 
j._,,. J[II IOI.\. WIUIU I< - • ,- I'� · ,. 

. 
· u-,n·-"�· _ .. 

,.:,rs . LUCKi ,,: KEEP A-GOIN' - - ffTHE!iiDMEN ·" 
If you strike a thom or rose, 

1i,�:ll-�'f-M:, 
: 1 

Keep a-goin' I _ - 1,-.;. 1MJ! If it hajls or if it snows, , 
Keep a-goin',! 

'Tain't no use Jo ·sit ·au' whine 
When the fish ain't on your line; 
Bait your hook ·an,·keep a-tryin'-

Keep a-goin'.J 
, I,"" ' When the weather kills your crop, 

Keep a-goin' I 
Though 'tis work to reach the top, 

· Keep a-goii1'1 .
S'pose_ yqu're out o' ev'ry dime, 
Gittin' .broke ain't any crime; 

- _ Tell the world you're feelin' prime-
- l).eey a-goin' I

· .. Wh�n 'if Io0k1(1ike all i� up,· Keep ·a..:gQUl'l _- _ - - - cs. . Drain the sweetness from the cup, 
Keep 'a-goµJ�J -:, ,., . : 

See the w�rd birds-on 'th� -wing, _--:, Hear the.bells that .sw�citly_.ring;->- ·. 
When you feel like' singin" :siJigZ.\,:-c-. - -
. ·-:Kee� ·-�o��� �'.,_:.:itr:.-s::: 

!Al.ma kept Beck. f!.
1 -1. favo11._i.te poem.

7? e-1.ou 11._ce-1.: Al.ma #i.l.�e/011._d
1 

dau�hte11._. 

Cemete11._f!. !eco11._d-1.. 
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Cephus Leeper wa:'S"' born in 1835, the son,;c'of 
- ·, 

._William L�eper of Pen"nsyl vania and Mary C'/ •S:kinner 

�f Maryi�·�d. Mention is made of thei,r famiff. in Ohio, 

:in .the 1850 Wabas.hTownship, Darke Cou'ri-t'y Census and.'. 

also in the Probate Records, #2104, l-0,catE'i!d.at the 
._;� ' 

Greenville Ci t_y Poorfarm. 

Cephus marr-ied childhood friend, 'Sama�t;ha/Bughes 

on November 9, 18'6'3 .in .. Greenvi'll�, Ohi9.1 
iHe-.,,en,listed 

to fight in the Civil War on May 2, 1864. While 

serving as a private in F company, the 1_5.2-ria'i;_�_egiment 
'"'"' 

of the Ohio Infantry, Cephus sustained· a:n_:;1tiju:'t-:y that 

would bother him for the rest of his lifEL The regimehl 

being very tired from heavy marching ana·-- figfitting, waS: 

ordered to set up camp: During the night a.�alvary 

horse ran over Cephus while he was asleep .. ·.This accL-�. 

dent partially paralYzed Cephus' ,shoulders· agd ·complet:e
:

ly paralyzed his right arm. As. a farmer, 1i�<W'as 1 unable 

to work effectively again. His disability, ·r10wever, <
f
f d -. 

. . . ' . 

allow hin to receive a pension. 
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Granddaughter Alma Hilgeford recalled a story of 

"Ceph" receiving farmland in southern Michigan from his 

brother *Sam Leeper who lived in South Bend. After an 

inspection of the soil Ceph decided it was poor and 

sandy. He then rode out on his horse and never saw Sam 

again. An arguement must have ensued ... 

In the early months of 1900, Cephus desperately 

fought the paralysis that had burdened him. On March 15, 

1900 he passed away, his funeral attended by a majority 

of the residents of Brock, Ohio. 

Brock Cemetery. 

Cephus is buried at 

, .. -.:.-.:nt."liiOre -11101\lly ifi&ii�itii 
_._ .......... opetition ct Greenville, ToledO, lhmll

_ .... ·-rtldi11.napolis. All Fl�ding 11.ock recorded, 
..... a & reliable pndigre. With tlYUJ a.ulmo.l 11old, 

o. F. MUSS, Clerk or Twia 'J'own11hlp. 

Brock. 

IRVING YORK, Prop. nf "Phia.uot View" 8t0<1k Fnrm. 
Breeder of tbe oelel1ralPd 11took of foll blooded Dn-<111· 
ahira GattJe. Pedigrtt. given io full al. farm. balr a. 
mile w�t of Brock . 

.A. D. HOLLAWAY, Ju11tioo cd lbo Pea.cc. 
D. H. lfARTIN, Manufacturer or all lr.indt of Dr11.in Tile. 

Keep• 011 b11.nd at all tim� t110 hellt kinds an.J. ai1�1 or 
Tile, Faetory

1
two mil1·1 north or Brook. 

B. F •. ORICK, Dlackimilb. All kinda or Blacklmith, 
W11gon a.nd Cr.rriage Rt<paiu done. Jlone1b0flln,; • 
apecia.lty. All 11torli prumptl,1 dooe. Al1q Po1tm:uter. 
at Bro(lk. 

J. 8. YORK, 
} WM. RUE, York Twp. Tnu1teu. 

JOB ARMSTRONG, 
ALVIN FIDLER, Towtubip Clerk:. 
C. M, LEEPER &. S0N1 Mo.nuractureu u.nd Dealer11_ in 

the famous I. 'l{.. r,. Pumps. All 11i�fll!. Copper line(l 
�nd mounted. Also Dreoderof CohwohJBheep. P. 0.1 
Brook. 

C.-.IJ>Rltl,IOTT 
HAN"fEL iH:NN-E 
IR\'IN MOT8 
M. F. MYJ-.:IU� .. 
TJir;o. nrrnn.s .... 

. ····�·-· ..... )u� 
. ........... ,; .•.. .Jn�ti�<:-... 

. ......• , Jii·�tico of t .. 
A. 11. MEr:Kf:n ............................................ lt. 
.JOHN flF.F:Rfl 
IJ. '.\f. TifCKRI,. 
L. F. ;,rMoRnT.: 

\ 

I 

Taken /nom the Atla� o/ Oanke Co.J OhLo !875-1888. 

7?.e�ounce�: 

7?.econd�. Oanke 

g,nanddaug,hten. 

Countff Cemetenff 

*Samuel Leeper married to Elizabeth Roher.

CLvLL Wan 

7?.econd�. 
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Samantha Hughes Leeper was born January 4, 1845 

near Brock, Ohio, the daughter of Lorenza D. Hughes and 

Electa Wentworth Hughes. 

After living on a farm for many years she and 

husband, Cephus moved to Osgood, Ohio, shortly before 

his death. Around this time she owned a farm of eighty

seven acres in York Township, Darke County. The land 

was described as very poor quality and was rented for 

one half the crops, this came to $100 in 1901. Samanta 

had a very hard time collecting her widows pension from 

the government and finally had to employ an attorney who 

did help her attain the pension. 

A large built woman, Samantha usually wore itraight 

dark calico dresses with long white aprons. She was not 

concerned with housekeeping and cooked only to survive. 

Samantha had the first "double" house constructed in 

Osgood. This she later remodeled so her son, William, 

could open a butcher shop. Not afraid of manuel labor, 

Samantha once built her own chicken house and privey 

(outhouse) behind her home. She was often teased because 

her privey had a square seat! 
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Grandmother Leeper was loved by everyone; her 

front porch surrounded by many beautiful flowers, was 

a local gathering spot even when she was not at home. 

For a number of years Samantha suffered from ''shortness 

of breath" as she termed it, but the last six weeks of 

her life she felt other complications. From the start 

of her illness Samantha repeatedly stated she would not 

recover but said she was ready to go. She had been a 

member of the Osgood Christian Church and *her daily 

life proved her to be a true Christian spirit. She 

died one day after her birthday on January 5, 1916 and 

is buried at Brock Cemetery in Darke County. 

*The Versailles Policy

Re�ounce�: Alma #LLie/ond, inanddauihten. �emonLaL 

Cand. Ven�aLLLe� PoLLc�. CLvLL Wan 

Recond� of Cephu� leepen. 
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fV'ashin_tton, D. C., January 15, 1898 . 
. SIR: 

In forwardin.ff to the plnsion agent. the executed voucher for yiN,t,_r. 
quarterly l)Ufftme�t plea1e f avo� me by returning this circular · to hiin

. - . . . .. 
.. �. ·, .. -·� . 

<·,,.eplieste·•tiie· questions �numerated below. ':<=Ji' 
·. � ·.•, .. · . ..,.� 
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Christian Wellbaum was a man with great willpowe� 

who could also be fiery and stubborn. Born May 26, 1842 

in Montgomery County, Ohio, he died in Piqua, Ohio on 

February 26, 1938 .. 

A sad story was told by his granddaughter, Alma, 

regarding his stubbornness. While stayiqg with his 

daughter, Rebecca, he built a picket fence in her yard. 

When she told him the fence was built with the inside 

facing out he became so angry he went to live with 

another daughter, Nora Baxter, at Magi�ian Lake, 

Michigan. There he refused any correspondence with 

Rebecca. Years later she lay dying and Christian 

realized his mistake. He rushed to Osgood, Ohio to 

make amends arriving too late, for she had already 

died. Alma always remembered him rushing through the 

fence ... 

An excellent wood crafts

man, Christian spent several 

years making wagons as a trade. 

He built his own home in 

Yorkshire, Ohio, and it's 

ornate trim was further evi

dence of his talent. 

A ValentLne 4ent to 

ChnL4iLan 6� fnand4on
1

DwLfht HLlfe/oad. 
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Christian Wellbaum's proudest accomplishment 

was his service in the Civil War. He served from 

August 2, 1862 thru February 6, 1863 with the Ohio 

Volunteers in Company I. of the 

a private he served his duty at 

93rd Regiment. While 

Crab Orchard, Kentucky. 

He was mustered out early because of a variety of 

illnesses. These could have been caused by the bad 

living conditions and the unwholesome food. He often 

recalled how badly frozen his feet once were, his boots 

had fallen apart from.the extended marching in the 

snow. He had tried to tie them together with rags but 

to no avail. An officer who was riding by saw 

Christian's predicament and gave gave him his own 

boots. 
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It seems Christian was always fighting an ailment 

and he usually came up with his own remedies. He once 

suffered-a stroke which left him with a stiff neck. So 

many days he would go fishing and let the sun bake his 

neck while he sat in a rowboat. He claimed it cured 

the stiffness and also swore he caught the biggest 

Pickerel in Magician Lake! Christian once ordered a 

cure for his hearin� problem by mail. He received two 

rubber pieces which resembled thimbles to put in his 

ears ... To cure his arthritis, Christian would tie 

his fingers and toes tight whil� he slept. He thought 

this would straighten them out. 

Christian must have been quite a ladies man. 

Shortly after the death of his beloved Sarah, in 1914, 

Christian began corresponding with a girl from Dayton. 

When it was time to meet Christian rode the train to 

Dayton. He wore a flower in his lapel so she would 

recognize him. It was love at first sight and they 

were married immediately. The reception back 

was very cool. Rebecca threw them out of the house,. 

leaving the newlyweds with nowhere to stay on their. 

first night. Sadly, the marriage was short for 

Elizabeth died in May of 1919. 

A staunch Republican, Christian hated "Rue-sevelt". 

He loved to pitch horseshoes but was a sore loser. On 

weekends he loved to dress in his finest and in his 

later years could be remembered riding in the 

Memorial Day Parade, the last Civil War Veteran living 

in the Piqua, Ohio area. He is buried at Green Lawn 

Cemetery in Versailles, Ohio. 

ne�ounce�: Alma #Llie/ond J inanddau ihten. CLvLl Wan 

necond�. Oanhe Count� Cemeten� In�cnLp tLon� } 

Volume II. 
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'" READ CAREFULLY THE INSTRUCTIONS ON THE REVERSE HEJU?OF 

State of _________________________ Q.ll;i.o _______________________________ , County of-�---·· _· �_::-_______ RA+:K�-------------, ss:On this ___ l3_th_ ____ day of ________________ Qg_:!;_QQ!tr _________________ , 192 4 before me, the undersigned, personally appenre<l 
0 ______ · ________ Qh :t:i_';!_U_�!!---� e 11 baum_ ________________ , who makes ·the following declaration ,.. an application W for pension under the provisions of the act of Congress approved May 1, 1920: • . . /. a: That he is �-----'._:Jl__? __________ years of a,,oe; that he was bom _______________________ }A�y _____ g_§Jg _______________________ , 1f!J.?.__._ 

g at __ That he ���eti��:lry ____ Qounty • Oh i\l,Cltri st ian ·_-_ We 11 ba um-_-- _�---_-�:_·_-_-_-_·_��----_-_-:_���----------- ______ -- who � 
� ENUSTED _Qll��!�::u 2 Wel�:::m·_•t--�--�<!��::�-�-:hio Co::- ·r::::::--�3rd 

Re� t::_Ohio::;�e; the nanio of <(� W (Heni state companYond regiment, i! in the Armr: or ,es.set, ifin theN1ny.) 
m -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· nnd was honorably .J a, DISCHARGED __ F_e_b:r_u_a_ry ___ _6_tq_ ___________ , 18_6_3 _____ ot _______________ J�.9_�j.,_�yj_J,J_�_1._)5:�_�_j;)dg_)�y __________ h,ning smcd 8· < - - Civil War ' o:r the Umted States in the -,-s;.;;;;;;;._--;-;;;;;;;-c�"'ii;;;;;-,;�T War_ OJ W That he also served _______________ , _________________ · ------------------------------------------------------ I Q ·----- (Here give a complete statement of all other military or naval sen-ice, iC any, at "·hate,·er time rendered_) 1-Z ---- . .. - .. ,. ·" ... ,:.,•.,. < That orherwbe than herein stated he was ___ no_:t__ employed in the United States military or naval servi�e-
0 
z Tii,;i b.is'pe;;,;.,ii,ii d;;.;,ription"ai'w,;_.; of'fust enlistment was ... foliow,/Height �-�:_l;i ___ ..:__ ieet -�-JJL:_·_ inches; comple:tlonJ;_g,_:rk ___ � � color of eye• -���-e_l ___ ; color of hair ______ D.a.rL_; that his occupation wus _: ____ _Ear_u1e.:r __ ;:.:.....: __ :·::L'.:.:::::.::______________ �

t,_ 0 
I- That since lea-ring the service he fu,.;, resided at___ ·•' ·::.:__:__::: _-::_:__....::::_: _________________________________________________ Dl < c ---�

-
�
-
--=::� ... :,., - Darkq'..·County_�Ohio --------------------------------------------------------- � z and his occupation has been _ ___!:<1,g_Q_:n _ _J{a�.e_r __ a_nd.JJU.m.e.r _________________________________ I-< 

a 
< 

' That he rciqui..,,,. the regular per,<>nal aid and attendance of a.nother person and has required such aid ond attendance since_______________ � 
October 1 1924 on account of the following.disabilities: '-· -

a: < 
··"·': .. i. ·- f. ; .. _ ... ; .. , •. , __. •• ,1:,1 .... '" ·-�-----------(-3_ta_ta_i.n_lhis space the Dature o{ any and all di!:labilities.) (J) 

z 0 .J ---=,.. 
·. ---- .. .. .. .. .... ----- ------------- I-

� Ini ure.d lE1.f..:,___§!_i_<i1?_,_lg_.__!J!JUl.e_;.u.:.__o..f.__ri_�_t ___ l_e.g� ___ ur.inary_t_ro.u.bl.e�-------:---------------------- � 
w . 

---------------------------------------------------------- :J I! ------------------ -------------------------------------- ---- (J 
i That he_ did-=-=-�-9�--- serve in the �y, Xavy, or Marine Corps o.f the United States be�een April 6, 1917, and Februarv 9 � "9Did or did not.) •• � 1 }-I 1922, or at any.ti.me during ea.id period. 
3 · That_ no member of his family served in the Army, Xavy, or �Carine Corps of the T;nite<l States between April 6, 1917, and � 
l �-� .J 0 February 9, 1922.. or-at a.ny tir.ie dur:,ig said peri,vu_____ "" (Uany members ol claimant's Camil.r were ia the mili�rr�r o;;;l seni�during the p1>riDl'l - .J oc t,_ U. I::J.ec.tioned.,statc the !ull n.s.me �-,.rbiclt-es.cb...:rucll ·mem.ber served, with the designation of tbe organization in (or Ytssel on) which �uch.:-enicen-nsri>m.lemi, together [t' l:J ltith the dates of mlis!:ment and d.iseha.rge. 2ta�al..«o whether any such members are dead and, if so, gi,�e the names.) - W 
� ---------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------·-------------------------- 3 
0 --------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- � 

<l'. � That he ha.; ____________ applied far pension under Original No __ §_�fl:_,__�_Q'.? __________ ; that he is _________________________ a pen,ioner und-�r � Certificate No_ 638J_�_Q1___ , 
£ J 

g 

�. • � f (l}(Q;, �SL,_ '1}_9.l:� }t QA) ��71:�- !Jii$��'ky _____ �(J) ..._, (Claimant"s sii;natwt' in full.) 
9 i !1 __ sfL _� ::_

3

�31:.:2�:1� -----------------------2�-tttl}�,i!-;�:2,�J?._: _______________________ 3
,-£ (2).{v-� ' ,';_.C ��L . ____________ '< !.t.L. C: ! j �:teem!d..?dtuess)_ � 
-�E [ t:,-';-� n""n, .,,.,.: OJria_______________ 

----------------------------------------------------
<l'. (l) (�- wiln""'-l cl W Subscr.bed:and.swonrto beiure-1-� _____ 1_3.th._ day of ________ Qi:; _ _t_n_be_r _____________ , 192 4; and I hereby certify that the 

m contents oi the above-declaration were fully made known and explained to the applicant before swearing, including the words _________ _ 
t ' . _____ . _____ - ___ '.,;--r- erased, and the ,vord, .--------------------------------------------------- ----------- odde<l; and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in, th�- pros01..-ut]On 'of this claim. 

/) _ /,} ,I� 
I' 

I 

"/ ,,,_ J -, U, @__,«_..xc::7 , !" • 1·, /' 0'1 -----------------·'---·------------------(Si�;��-;;:)-------------------- -------------- ---
._ \� ""'- "·, \:._ . _ ------------------------------------------- No -1:a ry _ �_1,1]:J_U_i;: __________ -__[L. S,] · (Otlici,I ch>nscter.) 

_;. 'i. ,; '• 
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Pension Certificate of Christian Wellbaum IL 
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Sarah Brown Wellbaum was born 

April 6, 1840, the daughter of 

James Brown of South Carolina and 

Sarah Coate Brown. She married 

Christian Wellbaum II in 

1863 at Paintercreek, Darke 

County, Ohio.  Sarah was a very 

quiet person with a dark 

complexion, dark eyes and black

hair. She kept a beautiful home 

and was dedicated to her family of 

seven children. She wore dark colors

and used the word "thou" in talking. 

Grandchildr·en rerfremberi:;d the fun 

taffy pulls at her house. Sarah 

had a spinning wheel in her home 

and disliked the PEAR SOAP ad

Vertisements which she believed 

o£fensive. Sarah died on 

April 18, 1914 and i� buried at 

Greenlawn Cemetery-;· yersa,Llles, 

Ohi·o. 

7? e/lou n.ce/1: Alma lli...lg,e/011.d, 

g,n.anddaug,Aten.. �emon.i...al 

Can.d. Dan.ke County 

Cemeten.y 'i?econ.d/l, 

Volume II. leepen. 

Fami...ly Bi...6le. 

,.;.,,.r.·.: 

'yi,.; f., ,· \;
C. { fl. 

A £PEGIAkJfY FOR 1NFANTJ1S 
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Wellbaum Obituary.· 

Sarah ADD Wellbaum, wife of 
, Christian W ellbaum, and daughter 
, of J as. and Sarah Brown, wns born 
r: April£, 1840, and departed this life. 
( April l8., 1914, .at the age of 7t years 
t and 12 days. · She is survlved by·her , , 
i husband, three brothers and_ two 

sisters, s�ven . children, 17 , grand- 1 

1 children - �nd . two great grandchild· 
i, -����/:-'._ '\��. . . ·_ ,. ·:.�,::',:.�

gti:):;.:f:�f��t��-/·/·_ !
, .,·.'.On .Nov(ll1ber 13, -1S6S/:��e .. �a!l , 
r utHted ·1n marriage, t,o.� ·Clirm&n 
1 Wellbaum, 'to whicli· uniozC/there 
, 'W,i}re born :g childreri, :a11e :of:i':jyhom
. died fomfauey.: ·�·: ·;:;,·;f-,;"h::,*,� 
. ··She .united with ,'the -Olirbltian 
: ,church at Os·good, Ohio, in the .• ·year 
· of our lord 1891, and lived a devoted
christian life until deatlt. ,. _ 

' ·Her surviving children �re Ml's. 
[ Belle, Mendenhall, widow d f David 
) Mendenhall, . residin..g in- Versailles; 
; �·Be6,ky",'wife-0f Wm,T,eeper;'resid-

ing a:t0sgo6d, Ohio; .Alvin, ,residing 
bear .lrroy, Miami county, "Ohio; 
Nor!ih, wife of Clarence Baiter, of 
South Bend, Ind.; John, residing in 
·the vicinity of Versailles; Esther,
wife of Frank Mullen, . residing, iµ 
Sidney; Laura, .wife of 04ver ,]'oust 
of Glasgow, Montana. All ,of. ,these
were present at the obsequies except 
the youngest, Mrs. Laura Foust.,: 
. Funeral· services were· 'held from

her late homeJn Nor�h. Ye�aill,es, 
Tuesday morning, Rev; ¥b�t-1!,}pas
tor of .the M .. E. church; -Oflicj�'ttng. 
µi�erment Jn ·Gr�n Lawit·· ... ··-· ery

li�!i::¾1': · · ·. · · · · igh,bors ali · · 
, \nde 

J 

�J � ,h J L !. ,_ r 

.. ., ,....f 

Y. �-· ,• ...

' '-· 
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The parents of Christian Welbaum II were Christian Welbaum Sr. of 
Pennsylvania and Sarah Friend of Jefferson County, Kentucky. They 
married in 1818. Her parents were Jacob Friend born approximately 1773 
and Susan Smith. 

In 1818, Christian bought a farm from his father. It was located in Perry 
Township, Montgomery County, Ohio. 

Christian Welbaum Sr. was born in Pennsylvania in 1798 and died 
January 19, 1880. He is buried beside Sarah at a roadside cemetery in 
Brookville, Ohio. She was born in July 1800 and died December 11, 1851. 

*The name ofWellbaum was spelled many ways on different records and by 
various family members. I have used the spelling from signatures or 
acknowledgements by said persons. (Charles Wellbaum's X.)

Resources: 
Alma Hilgeford, great-granddaughter. 
Gale Honeyman, Laura, Ohio. 
US. International marriage records 1340-1980. 
Land Deeds of Montgomery Co., Ohio. 
Brookville Ohio Historical Society I Samuel Spitler Community Museum. 
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Census from 1860 Montgomery, Ohio, Roll 1014 Book 1, 
page 356. Christian Welbaum Sr.'s family at that time on 
lines 1-6. 
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Charles Wellbaum (Karl) was born approximately 1753-1754 in Rohden, 
Germany. He and his brother came to America as British soldiers to fight in 
the Revolutionary War. During one battle his brother fell wounded and 
cried out in German, * "mein Gott, Karl Ich bin geschossen." Translated in 
English," my God, Charley, I am shot. With ill feelings Charles escaped 
from the British to join the American army. 

Charles' name is next found on tax lists in 1789 at Frankstown township* 
in Huntington County, Pennsylvania. (Now part of Blair Co.) On these lists 
his name was spelled Weelboon. (Spelling errors were quite common.) He 
married Mary Magdalene Kniesly and raised a family of eight children 
around the area of Frankstown, which in the 1780's was a Brethren 
settlement. The Brethren and other sects would later comprise the 
Pennsylvania Dutch. 

His name continues on the tax lists through 1813 and is next found in 
Montgomery County, Ohio in 1815. Charles must have acquired money in 
America possibly from his wife's family to fund all of the land he bought in 
Ohio. He deeded four farms to three Wellbaums and one Kniesly in 1818. 
His son Christian Wellbaum I bought 160 acres for $1.00. At the time one 
acre of land sold for $1.25. 

After a visit to the cemetery where Charles and Magdalena are buried I 
was happy to find both of their tombstones. However, I am now sad to 
report that Charles tombstone was missing at a second visit. This prompted 
me to do a tombstone pencil rubbing of Magdalena's stone. A copy is in this 
book. A copy of a will of Charles Wellbaum also follows. 

Resources: 

*Hesfiche Truppen Im Amerikanischen Vol.II, Also in the Autobiography of

Samuel Murray (1891).

Brookville Historical Museum. Gale Honeyman. 
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Last Will and Testament of Charles Wellbaum 
Dated May 23, 1821. 
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DNA Discussion

Sometimes genealogy research is subject to just plain luck. We were lucky to 

have found Byron Brown, my father, Dwight Hilgeford's distant cousin and 

Brown family historian. What made him so unique was his extensive research. 

He could document family lines to their arrival in America. However, the Brown 

line stopped cold with Alexander Brown. Alexander was also a great grandfather 

in Dwight's line. Byron's research combined with ours showed that Native 

American DNA could have come from the Brown family.  A DNA test on Bryon 

showed that he was 6% Native American.

We were able to locate Alexander Brown in South Carolina at a time when King 

George ll  was making free land grants to white settlers of Cherokee land. James 

Benson, an immigrant did receive land from the Cherokee lands and willed his 

daughter Sarah a farm. She married Alexander Brown and lived on this farm along 

the Tyger River. This farm's location had been in original Cherokee lands. From this 

circumstantial evidence it could be reasoned that Alexander was Native American 

of Cherokee descent. 

Dwight's family lines on the Leeper side also come to a halt with Cephus Leeper. 

The Leeper name is a very old pioneer name but in our case untraceable. There is 

also a vague story about Samantha Hughes Leeper's grandfather on her father's 

side of the family. Native American DNA could have accumulated here. Also it 

should be noted that being "Indian" in those days was a hardship and Indians 

were discriminated against. So secrets may have been kept ... 
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CERTIFICATE OF ANCESTRY 

This certifies that: 

Byron Brown 
has been tested by DNAPrint Genomics for the genetic ancestry 

of the individual on this date: 

December071 2005 

6% 

0% 

Native American 

S11b-S ahamn African 

fut Arian 

Issued by: DNAPrint Genomics Genealogy, 900 Cocoanut Avenue. Sarasota, Florida 34236 

N.exander Brown 
m. 

Sarah Benson 

�..D 

Dau 
&iriih 

m. 
Christian 
Welbaum 

Dau 
Rebecca 

m. 
William 

T 
....Ilo.Y... 
Afma 

m. 
Lee 

Hilgeford 

I 
Dwight 

Hilgeford 

e Copyr&IM 20CS ON.t.Prtnt OenonNCS AU IU;ht1 Ruff\ltd 

dau of James Benson & Martha Quinn 
Immigrants from County Tyrone, 
Nothem Ireland. 

Sarah Coats 

I 
son 

.t\htjah 
m. 

(Coats, Coat� Coat ancestry dci.es not 
reflect any Native ND.cricaiicon
nection in which full-blooded 
ancestor is calculated to have 
lived.) 

Sarah Ann 
Mote 

Jon 
John 

m. 
Anna 
Haworth 

son 
Venue 

IIL 

Lottie 
Develbiss 

!n
Byron 
Brown 

BYRON W. BROWN, FAMILY HISTORIAN 

804 Chestnut Circle, Greenville, Ohio 

45331-1000, (937) 547-8537 
Incl: Aker, Alexander, Apple, Appiani, 

Arioli, Caro, Comolli, Death, Dorsey, 

Franzosi, Offenbacher, Piccolini, 
Droctini Oin!:llni Q, ,nll'lo C::::mnf'\t 

James Brown  m.
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Land Records from Union County, South Carolina
describing Alexander Brown's farm.



<!&ur Wenttuortb ~tstorp 
Elder William Wentworth was born in Alford, Lincolnshire, 

England and was baptized on March 15,1615~16 the son of 

William Wentworth and Susanna Carter Fleming Wentworth 

and grandson of Christopher Wentworth and Katherine Marbury 

Wentworth. He had two younger brothers, Edward and 

Christopher. Christopher was buried in the adjoining hamlet of 

Rigsby in 1621 and Edward's (a surgeon) lineage of male heirs did 

not continue. 

It is thought he then followed kinsman, Rev. John Wheelwright, 

to New England for either religious attachments or to seek his 

fortune. Rev. John Wheelright was a Puritan clergyman and as a 

vicar was removed from office for simony in England. William 

Wentworth is found in 1639 where he signed a "combination" 

for government at Exter, New Hampshire on lands purchased 

from several Native American tribes. 

It appears that William lived in Maine from 1642 to 1649 and 

then moved to Dover, New Hampshire. He was generally referred 

to as Elder William Wentworth and was Ruling Elder of his 

church in Dover for 40 years although he was never a member of 

the clergy. He lived in the central part of Dover known as 

Cocheco and was a co~owner of a sawmill. 
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The Cocheco Massacre occurred late in his life. In 16 7 6 after 

many years of co,existing peacefully with the local Penacook tribe 

other Indian tribes started to come to Cochacho settlement to 

avoid bloody fighting with settlers elsewhere. Tensions started to 

mount as more Indian land was taken. In 1684 blockhouses were 

built by the settlers as safehouses in case the Indians attacked. 

Five homes in Cocheco were garrisoned with foot,thick logs 

impenetrable by bullets. The garrisons were surrounded by eight 

foot palisades. Settlers kept their guns close in the fields. 

On the evening of June 2 7, 1684 some Indian woman asked to 

sleep near the kitchen fires in several garrisons which was not 

uncommon. During the darkness they opened the doors for other 

Indians. Elder Wentworth was awaken by a barking dog and 

rushed to his garrison door. Then he alone at the age of 7 3 

pushed the Indians out, shut the door and used his body to keep 

it closed. Two bullets passed through the door missing him. His 

garrison was the only one saved. Twenty three people were killed 

and twenty nine were captured. On the morning after the 

massacre the enemy vanished. It would be several years before 

Cocheco recovered. 

A journal entry dated March 16,1694 by a Rev. John Pike, pastor 

of Dover stated that, Elder Wentworth deceased after he was 

taken speechless with a sudden shivering. 
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Elder William Wentworth and his first or second wife had 11 

children. One of the earliest of Elder Williams children was John 

Wentworth born prior to 1649 whose wife was Martha. Elder 

William, his father, gave him land in Dover on December 1, 

1674. He bought land in York, Maine in 1675. John is last 

recorded in Maine as a plaintiff in The York County court versus 

Charles Bissom, 18 December 1685, "for damage done by a 

parcel of turkeys." 

Charles Wentworth was born about 1684 the son of John and 

Martha Wentworth. He lived in Canton, Massachusetts. He was 

married to Bethiah Fenno. In 1724 he received two hundred 

eighteen acres after a discrepancy regarding Ponkapoag lands 

which involved some 6000 acres. Other settlers also made 

purchases of these lands. Two petitions were presented to the 

General Court of Massachusetts after which was decided that 

much of the land said Indians could never improve as they were 

decreasing in number and increasing in laziness. It was decided 

the money obtained from the sale of this land were put at 

interest, the income could be far more advantageously used for 

their benefit. The opening up of this land would very much 

enhance the value of the precinct. Charles was also a slave holder. 

Charles Wentworth at age 60 was appointed Lieutenant of the 

3rd company of the 4th regiment of milita and in 17 46 became 

Captain. Their first born son was Amariah. He died in Canton 

July 8, 1780 at 96. 
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Amariah Wentworth was born in Stoughton, Massachusetts, in 
1719 and then lived in Canton, Mass. He married Rebecca 

Shepard on October 22, 1 719. 

They had a son Charles Wentworth born on November 25,1750 
in Stoughton, Mass. Charles married Mary on November 25, 

17 50. She was the daughter of John and Jerusha Fenno. About 

1800 he and his family moved 3 miles from Adams Village, 
Jefferson County, New York. He died there in 1828. 

They had a son Nathan Wentworth who was born July 12, 1775. 

He married in 1803, Desire Perry who was born February 19, 

1781. He fought in the War of 1812. Nathan died in Lockport, 
New York, February 26,184 7. Desire died there May 24, 1853. 

They had a daughter, Gratia born December 5, 1804. She 

married John Smith and lived in Brock, Darke County, Ohio. 
They had two children: Egbert N. and Electa Desire. John Smith 

was supposed to have been killed by Indians while in route to 

California. After John left Na than adopted Egbert and gave him 

the Wentworth name. Electa born March 2 9 18 24 married 
Lorenzo Dow Hugh es on February 2 9, 1844. They had 10 

children the first born being Samantha Hughes born January 4, 

1845. Her biography is included in this book. 

REFERENCES: The Wentworth Genealogy: English and 

American, Volumes 1&2. By John Wentworth. History of the 
Town of Canton(1893), Mass., Daniel T.V. Huntoon 
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Neels Larson Friend was born in Weymouth, England and sailed with his family to the 
colonies in 1687. He settled at Upland, Pennsylvania (now Chester), which was a 
Swedish settlement on the Delaware River. This is where Neels also called Nicholas and 
his wife Anna Andersotter raised their family. He was a constable for his district and 
held court in his home, which was also a tavern. (Record of the Courts of Chester, Penn. 
1681-1697) 

Neels second son, Johannes married Anna Coleman. She was the daughter of 
Hemy Coleman. (Records of the Courts of Chester Co. penn.1697-1710 & Friend Family 
Vital Statistics). Henry was of Swedish descent and was said to have lived with the 
Delaware Indian tribe in Indiana. He hid there to escape punishment by England for 
participating in a revolt against Britain by his Swedish colony. The story continues that 
he married while with the tribe and that Anna, his daughter, was" half Delaware Indian. 

Their son John Friend II and his wife Elizabeth Banner lived in Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. He is buried at a small family plot in Friends Cove, Bedford County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas Friend was the son of John Friend II and was born in 1733 and died in 1821. 
On July 10, 1773, Nicholas and his wife Maria Elizabeth had a son Jacob. In Nicholas 
Friend's will Jacob is left 20 dollars. (Bedford Co., Penn., Will Book 2). 

Before his father's death Jacob had moved on to Kentucky. He paid taxes on 75 acres 
ofland in Shelby Co. Kentucky 1807-1811. (Shelby Co. Tax Lists). In 1820, Jacob who 
had married Susan Smith lived in Montgomery Co. Ohio. On February 5, Jacob and 
Susannah Friend deeded land to Christian Weltbaum who was the husband of their 
daughter, Sarah. (Montgomery Co. Land Records, Book A-2). 
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Jacob Friend was listed as a member of Barbara Arnolds household in the 
1850 Montgomery Co. Census. Barbara was the twin sister of Christian Wellbaum's 

wife, Susan Smith. Their birth dates would be in 1799. 

Because early Friend ancestors lived on Indian lands official records are often 

fragmented or missing. 

Resources: 

Friend Family Lineage Of Zola Joyce (Huff) Dobson 
The Friend Family Association of America Friendsville, MD 21531 

Court Records, Vital Statistics, Census, and Land Records as stated above. 
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The yfiiCcuCeCpfiw Controversy

CThe Coate, <3roc^ and Coppoc^C^cwn

Christian Welbaum II claimed interest in the city of Philadelphia until the day he
died. Sarah Coate Brown, the mother of his wife, was the daughter of John Coate
and Susan Brock. At this point there has yet to be found written documentation of

John Coates parents. Direct descendants have believed his parents to be

Mannaduke Coate and Mary Coppock. If this is tme then it appears that

Christian Welbaum II was correct in his claim.

Mary Coppock Coate was the daughter of Moses Coppock and

Martha (Scarr-bourgh?) of England. As a child Mary had been captured by a Cherokee
tribe that had raided and burned her home and then killed her mother. In 1 764,

Paleface Normance, as she was named,, was finally rescued by Marmaduke Coate.

He traded a horse, bridle, and saddle for Mary.

It is said that around this time Mamiaduke and William Moses Coppock arranged to

purchase land from the tribe. During a solemn conclave., which was also attended by

Daniel Boone, the council smoked a peace pipe and concluded the purchase. Although

the original intentions were to start a Quaker colony the land was supposedly leased.
Nine hundred seventy-six acres being in the now present day Philadelphia. The first

ninety-nine years of the lease were up July 22^ 1915, however, the entirety of the lease

will expire July 22, 2014. Copies circulate among descendants.. .

Marmaduke Coate was born in 1738 and died in Miami County, Ohio on

September 25,1822. He is buried in the old Union Graveyard at Ludlow Falls. His

parents were William Coate and Rebecca Sharp who were married February 6, 1727.
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William Coate's parents were Marmaduke Coate, born 1631, and Ann Pole who 
immigrated to America and are on the Quaker records of the Minutes of Burlington, N.J. 
Meeting, as arriving 1715. 

Resources: 
Miami Valley Genealogies 145 Family Records. Vol.I Friends Families (Brien) 
Wesley L. Gilbert, Dayton, Ohio. 
Cemetery Records Old Union, Ludlow Falls. 
Dayton Sunday Journal, November 26,1933. 

158



r 

r 

r 

r 

r : �@0�2r 
r o � �_)A(_�� a 

[ 
PHOTOCHAPH8 

r 

l 

.��� I 

[ 

[ 

[ 

l 

l 

[ 

l 

l 

l 159



-it
i'm

k

W
t?

^
^

t^
^

':

V
SSM

i^
'^

^
^

^
i^

?
^

^
 :^

K
h

^
^

^
K

i^
i^

^
^

^
H

^
^

 :f
^

.^
^

^
^

;^
^

^
i^

i^
?^

^
®

 ^
 •

 ;^
^

^
..''i;-?^

N
'i^

^
^

^
s
;^

^
;'^

^
^

^
^

r
 .-

•
 •

 . ; U
^

%
^

^
%

l%
';.^

^
^

'^
c
ii^

-
:s

?
'^

y
iS

iS
^

^
'^

'" ' ^
^

^
S

S
slM

i&
y
ii'^

^
^

iii
S

S
S

W
.'.;:; •

 ':' •
';:':::"

l''^
^

^
^

'';r
':K

N
I
?
iji^

I
K

%
^

?
S

B
y
-
;"

':^
' ' -

-
... .•

',;;-
:-

:;^
^

A
 ^

M
M

:

^
^

k
.

iil
.•

^
.y

^
^

^
N

^
''''

aII

'•
^

H
M

^
^

M
m

^
S

S
S

&
^

S
^

 „ ^
^

-^
A

,

K
-S

W
.

.:^
"
';f

?
^

.-

;;a
:

•
:3

&

^
.

i^
^

s
iiiw

^
.

:^
S

{fi§|
S

fiS
8';^

^
S

^
^£:.^?;,;i^i^:|^^^ ;^^^ ^^

^
:

^
F

,:^
.^

^
^

?^
5

i-:?^
^

^
^

^
^

^
S

^
-.

^
^

P
^

?^
^

&
si%

^
iJ

^
^

;^
:?;''' ^

^
f3

te"
^

2
S

c&
^

^
^

•
'.^

^
.^

;]
p

N
^

 ^
, .^

-
;'^

:^
^

^
^

^
^

^
 .;-

,
'w

^
-m

^
 •

'.- ^
 :^

 "/^
:f^

^
^

^
^

^
 •

^
^

w
 ^

.
^

®
';^

^
::-^

^
i'^

?f^
^

S
:^

rt'W

^
!^

i^
^

^
::^

^
y
iy

i^
 ^

 :^
^

:fS
S

i^
S

ii&
^

'::':' ~

:'9
i
i
i
S

?
^

 -
 ^

 ' :-
.' .^

."
^

•
-
:; •

:. ;;-
:'.^

^
;S

..-
'-
..

^
^

^
j^

^
^

^
^

-.<
r
it

*
<

t
^

(^
»
^

^
^

^
.^

^
 ,:.

^
^

1

^
K

^
M

isS
i^

-



^f^^^^-^^^^^^'

&&©i%ifiaii

Samantha Leeper Unknown

Cyphus Leeper

William Leeper's son,

Emery Leeper

William Leeper, Unknown

Cyphus Leeper
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ŝ ^ ^ ^ ^ I 5s
- & i s

n̂ ^ ^3
*

^
.

s
'

s i t<^* T
-»

* I I

162



Tom, Dwight, Jerry 
Hilgeford 

Lee holding Dwight, Alma 
Betty 

Lee and Alma Hilgeford with daughter Jerry 
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Lee and Alma Hilgeford's Children 
Jerry Rowe Betty Gough 

Dwight Hilgeford Tom Hilgeford 

Dwight and Adele Hilgeford, Jerry and Wilbur Rowe 

Jerry and Wilbur Rowe�· [ 
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\ Dwight and Adele Hilgeford { 
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Tom Hilgeford dancing 
with his mother, Alma . 

) Alma McFay Hilgeford { 

srfh Wedding Anniversary ( ,
Lee and Alma Hilgeford 
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Dwight Hilgeford with sons, Eric, Pat, and Michael .. 
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Husband: Jacob Friend

Born: July 10, 1773
Died:

Burial:
Father: Nicholas Friend

Mother: Mary Elizabeth
Other Spouses:

in: Frederick, Maryland
m: Montgomery Cty. Ohio

Wife: Susan Smith

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Father:

Mother:

m:

in: Montgomery Cty. Ohio

Other Spouses:

CHILDREN

]

;

3

4

5

6

7

Name: Sarah Friend
Born: 1799
Died:

Burial:
Married: December 20, 1818
Spouse: Christian Welbaum

Name: Barbara Friend
Born: 1799
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Mr.Amold

Name: Leah Friend
Born: September 17, 1829
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Mr. Amett

Name: Mary Friend
Born:
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Mr.Martin

Name: Margaret Friend
Born:
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Mr. Holtsapple

Name: Isaac Friend

Born: December 27, 1809
Died:

Burial:
Married: January 30, 1829
Spouse: Elizabeth Burket

Name: Jacob Friend
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

in: Kentucky
m:

in: Montgomery Co. Ohio

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:
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8

9

10

11

9

12

13

Name: Susan Friend
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Joseph Friend
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: James Friend
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Hester Friend

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: Elizabeth Friend
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Catherine Friend
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Resources: Friend Family Association of America. Friendsville. MD

Lineage ofZola Dobson. George B. Wilson
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Husband: Lorenzo D. Hughes

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:
Father:

Mother:

December 16, 1823
February 29, 1844
March 3, 1879

Other Spouses:

m:

in: Darke Co.,0hio

m:

Wife: Electa Wentworth

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Father:

Mother:

January 29, 1824
February 24, 1889

Other Spouses:

CHILDREN

m:

m:

1

2

3

9

4

5

6

Name: Samantha Hughes
Born: January 04, 1845
Died: January 5, 1916

Burial:
Married: November 09, 1863
Spouse: Cyphus M. Leeper

Name: Sarah Jo Hughes
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Winfield S. Hughes
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Cynthia Hughes
Born:

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name:

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name:

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

in: near Brock, Ohio

m:

in: Yorkshire Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

in: Greenville, Ohio

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Resources: Darke County Marriage Records

1850 Census, darke County, Brown Twp.
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Husband: William Leeper

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:
Father:

Mother:

October 18, 1865
February 07, 1886
1948

Cyphus M. Leeper
Samantha Hughes
Other Spouses:

m:

m:

m:

in: Yorkshire Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

Wife: Rebecca Wellbaum

Born: December 19, 1866
Died: May 1934

Burial:
Father: Christian Wellbaum II

Mother: Sarah Brown
Other Spouses:

CHILDREN

m:

m: Yorkshire Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

1

2

3

Name: Ahna Mcfay Leeper
Born: March 08, 1904
Died: July 22, 1986

Burial:
Married: June 21, 1923
Spouse: Lee John Hilgeford

Name: Sherman Leeper

Born: 1887
Died: 1921

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Josephine Schwenzer

Name: Emery Leeper

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Ruth Hanselman

Married:
Spouse: Elizabeth Smith

m: Osgood, Ohio
in: Dayton, Ohio
in: Calvery Cemetery, Dayon, Ohio

m:

m:

m:

in: Yorkshire Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Resources: Alma Leeper Hilgeford

Ruth Leeper

Obituary
Yorkshire Cemetery Records
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Husband: Cyphus M. Leeper

Born: 1835
Married: November 09, 1863

Died: March 15, 1900
Burial:
Father: William Leeper

Mother: Mary C. Skmner
Other Spouses:

m:

m: Greenville, Ohio
m:

in: Brock Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

Wife: Samantha Hughes

Born: January 04, 1845
Died: January 5, 1916

Burial:
Father: Lorenzo D. Hughes

Mother: Electa Wentworth
Other Spouses:

in: near Brock, Ohio

m:

m: Brock Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

1

2

3

4

5

6

CHILDREN

Name: Margaret Leeper

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: William Leeper
Born: October 18, 1865
Died: 1948

Burial:
Married: February 07, 1886
Spouse: Rebecca Wellbaum

Name: Olive Leeper
Born: February 03, 1867
Died:

Burial:
Married:

Spouse: Bernard? Fidler

Name: Mary Leeper

Born: July 25, 1867
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: ? Coate

Married:
Spouse: Lawrence Wagner

Name: Frank Leeper

Born: May 19, 1871
Died: 1932

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Rosie Cassell

Name: Sara Ellen Leeper
Born: March 29, 1873
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Clark McFarland

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

in: Yorkshire Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

1

Resources: Brock Cemetery

Versailles Policy
Civil War Records

Memorial Card
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Husband: William Leeper

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Father:

Mother:

in: Pennsylvania
m:

Other Spouses:

Wife: Mary C. Skinner

Born:

Died:
Burial:
Father:

Mother:

in: Maryland
m:

Other Spouses:

CHILDREN

1

2

3

4

Name: Cyphus M. Leeper
Born: 1835
Died: March 15, 1900

Burial:
Married: November 09, 1863
Spouse: Samantha Hughes

Name: Harriet L. Leeper

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: Samuel Leeper

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: Mary A. Leeper

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

m:

m:

in: Yorkshire Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

in: Greenville, Ohio

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Resources: 1850 Darke County Census
Wabash Township
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Husband: Christian Wellbaum II

Born: May 26, 1842
Married: November 13, 1863

Died: February 26, 1938
Burial:
Father: Christian Welbaum

Mother: Sarah Friend
Other Spouses:

in: Montgomery Cty. Ohio
in: Pamtercreek, Darke Co.,0hio

in: Piqua, Ohio
in: Greenlawn Cemertery, Versailles, Ohio

Wife: Sarah Brown

Born: April 06, 1840
Died: April 18, 1914

Burial:
Father: James Brown

Mother: Sarah Coate
Other Spouses:

m:

m:

in: Greenlawn Cemetery, Versailles, Ohio

CHILDREN

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Name: Lavinda Belle Wellbaum
Born: December 11, 1865
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Dwight Mendenhall

Name: Rebecca Wellbaum
Born: December 19, 1866
Died: May 1934

Burial:
Married: February 07, 1886
Spouse: William Leeper

Name: Alven Wellbaum
Born: December 29, 1868
Died: April 11, 1936

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Minnie Tobias

Name: Sarah Ehiora Wellbaum
Born: February 27, 1871
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Clarence Baxter

Name: John Henry Wellbaum
Born:
Died: May 22, 1950

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Laura Wolfe

Name: Esther Wellbaum
Born: June 14, 1875
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Frank Mullen

Name: Laura Wellbaum
Born: April 15, 1882
Died:

Burial:
Married:

Spouse: Oliver Foust

m:

m:

m:

m:

in: Yorkshire Cemetery, Patterson Twp.Darke Co.

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

Resources: Civil War Records, Bureau of Pensions

Greenlawn Cemetery

Leeper Family Bible



Husband: Christian Welbaum

Born: November 21, 1798
Married: December 20, 1818

Died: January 19, 1880
Burial:
Father: Charles Wellbaum (Karl Walbaum)

Mother: Mary Magdalena Kniesly
Other Spouses:

m: Pennsylvania

in: Montgomery Co. Ohio
in: Montgomery Co. Ohio
in: roadside cemetery m Brookville, Ohio

Wife: Sarah Friend

Born: 1799
Died:

Burial:
Father: Jacob Friend

Mother: Susan Smith
Other Spouses:

CHILDREN

m: Kentucky
m:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Name: Rachel Welbaum
Born: 1820
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: David Landis

Name: Lucinda Welbaum
Born: 1823
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Joel Wogoman

Name: Rebecca Welbaum

Born: 1827
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: Sammuel Welbaum

Born: 1829
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Harriet Holtzmuller

Name: Aaron Welbaum

Born: 1830
Died: 1906

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Esther Haworth

Name: Noah Welbaum
Born: 1832
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Lydia Wepon

Name: Phoebe Welbaum
Born: 1835
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Webster Smith

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

in: Darke Co. Ohio
m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

T
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Born: 1838
Died:

Burial:
Married:
Spouse: Amanda Belle

Name: LeahWelbaum
Born: 1840

Married:
Died: 1840

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Christian Wellbaum II
Born: May 26, 1842
Died: February 26, 1938

Burial:
Married: November 13, 1863
Spouse: Sarah Brown

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m: Montgomery Cty. Ohio
in: Piqua, Ohio
in: Greenlawn Cemertery, Versailles, Ohio

in: Paintercreek, Darke Co.,0hio

Resources: Probate Court Montgomery county, Ohio

Leona Blocher Betteridge, Tacoma, Washington

Lineage ofZola Dobson, George Wilson
Friend Family Association of America Friendsville, Maryland

178



Husband: Charles Wellbaum (Karl Walbaum)

February 14, 1754
Abt. 1783
September 1821

Born:
Married:

Died:
Burial:
Father: Johann Henrich Wallbaum

Mother:

m: Rohden Niedersachsen, Germany
m:

in: Madison Twp, Montgomery, Ohio
in: family plot Madison Twp, MontgomeryCo., Ohio

Other Spouses:

Wife: Mary Magdalena Kniesly

Born:
Died:

Burial:
Father:

Mother:

October 18, 1760
October 1820

John Kniesly
Mary Shonauer
Other Spouses:

CHILDREN

in: York or Lancaster Co. Pa.

m:

in: family plot Madison Twp, Montgomery Co., Ohio

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Name: Christian Welbaum
Born: November 21, 1798
Died: January 19, 1880

Burial:
Married: December 20, 1818
Spouse: Sarah Friend

Name: Elizabeth Welbaum
Born: 1785

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Charles Welbaum
Born: February 03, 1787

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Magdalena Welbaum
Born: December 01, 1788

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: Catherine Welbaum

Born: May 05, 1793
Married:

Died:
Burial:

Spouse:

Name: Henry Welbaum
Born: December 09, 1796

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

Name: David Welbaum
Born: December 05, 1800

Married:
Died:

Burial:

in: Pennsylvania
in: Montgomery Co. Ohio
in: roadside cemetery m Brookville, Ohio
m: Montgomery Co. Ohio

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:

m:
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8 Name: Abraham Welbaum
Born: March 12, 1803

Married:
Died:

Burial:
Spouse:

m:

m:

m:

Resources: HETRINA records.

Leona Blocher Betteridge, Tacoma, Washington

Autobiography of Samuel Murray (1891)
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